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Warning: Motorcycle riding, hare scrambling, enduro riding 
and trail riding are all inherently dangerous, and unless you've 
already accepted the fact that you could get hurt easily doing 
anything illustrated in this book we'd hesitate to recommend 
that you try it. If you do, wear all protective gear, including a 
helmet, gloves, heavy boots, knee guards and anything else 
you can find. You should bundle up like a polyethylene Sta- 
Puft marshmallow man, and then go out and have fun. You 


will. Just don't worry about banging yourself up. 
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able from Trail Rider Magazine, P.O. Box 
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By Paul Clipper 
Secret Desires 


long time ago, it was generally believed 

that the “winning combination” was 80 
percent rider and 20 percent bike. 1 still 
believe this is true, up to a point. You take 
someone with tons of natural talent, like 
say, Roger DeCoster or Randy Hawkins or 
Kevin Hines, and the chances are they can 
kick your butt on any kind of bike you give 
them. These guys could ride anything and 
make you feel inept, because they’re over- 
flowing with natural ability and have tons of 
experience to draw upon. 

The rest of us weekend warriors aren't 
quite so lucky. We have less of a pool of 
experience to draw from, and varying 
degrees of natural talent. Still, if you’re 
very actively racing, or have done so at 
one time, you might have developed 
enough talent where the bike doesn’t mat- 
ter all that much—like maybe the ratio is 
more 50/50; maybe you can successfully 
race any bike, as long as it’s halfway 
decent. As you get older, or as the condi- 
tioning slips, I believe the ratio goes way 
down, until you reach the point where the 
bike makes a huge difference in the way 
you ride. 

I figure I’ve reached the point where 1 
need to rely on 80 percent bike, and let 
the other 20 percent be handled by my 
surprisingly lacking physical skills. Oh, 1 
still know how to ride well, I just can't do it 
fast anymore, unless the bike is willing to 
shoulder a very large part of the load. 

Falling into this syndrome is okay, just as 
long as you can find a whole bike that 
does exactly everything perfect. And when 
was the last time that happened? Maybe 
your bike is a hard starter, or maybe you 
think it's too heavy. Everybody has to send 
their suspension out in order to be happy; 
what if you could pick and choose from 
suspension components to put together a 
“perfect” system? Maybe your bike's 
powerband doesn't suit you, or maybe you 
don't like the transmission ratios in your 
bike. 

Now some of you are going to say, "Don't 
like the transmission ratios? What is he, 
retarded?" but that's a very real problem. 
Over the past 20 years I’ve ridden scores 
of bikes with a first gear that was way too 
low. This is real common on “enduro” 
bikes, because the engineers that design 
the bike are told by someone that they 
have to make a first gear suitable for riding 
observed trials. What do you do when first 
is too low? Do you install a bigger counter- 
shaft sprocket and a smaller rear sprocket 
and bring first up to where you can use it? 
Not usually. If you do that, you wind up 
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with a bike that can't accelerate quickly in 
any gear, and it probably can't spin top 
gear any more. No, instead you gear the 
bike down a little, making first gear lower 
still, and then you never use it. And if you 
started with a five-speed transmission, now 
you have a four-speed to ride. 

Either way, the compromise stinks. It's 
even worse if the bike in question has a 
second or third gear that is way too tall 
compared to the gear below it—the infa- 
mous "gap" in your gear 
ratios. A (relatively) too-tall 
third gear can make a bike 
almost unridable, and usu- 
ally there's nothing you 
can do to fix it. I know 7 д 
back in the “good old €% 
days” the guys who had 
factory sponsorships used 
to spend quite a bit of 
effort exchanging gear sets 
from bike to bike, as long 
as they would fit. If I 
recall, some of the old IT 
model Yamahas shared 
transmission parts with the | 
YZ of the period, and a 
skilled mechanic with a 
vast part supply behind 
him could mix and match 
gear ratios to iron-out gaps 
in the gear range. 
However, if you weren’t 
sponsored, you needed 
deep pockets, plenty of 
skill, and a fair amount of luck to make 
this option work out correctly. 

But I digress. The point is, wouldn’t it be 
wonderful to be able to build your perfect 
bike from a collection of off-the-shelf 
parts? If you have any experience with 
high-end mountain bikes, you know that 
this sort of thing is common among the 
pedal-bike people. There are dozens and 
dozens of frames you can choose from, in 
aluminum, titanium, exotic steel, fiber 
composites and bizarre mixes of compos- 
ites and metals. Every component of a 
bicycle is available from a variety of manu- 
facturers, ranging in price and quality from 
reasonable to outrageous. And out of all 
this you can create the mountain bike of 
your dreams. 

How would you like to do that with a 
motorcycle? What would you use to build 
your perfect bike? I don't know about you, 
but I have some ideas for myself, and 
maybe one day ГЇЇ actually be able to cre- 
ate it (please keep subscribing, folks!). 

The first issue that has to be addressed is 
what type of engine. Two-stroke engines 
are really effective for racing, fun for trail 
riding, but they have a lot of irritating 
habits. They smell bad, they're very sensi- 
tive to dirt intrusion, in their best state of 
tune they're noisy, and if everything isn't 
adjusted properly (jetting, timing, flywheel 
weight, pipe, powervalve, etc.) they can be 
hard to ride. Four-stroke engines are heav- 
ier and harder to kick-start, but for my 
money Га have to build a thumper. The 
best compromise in four-stroke engines 
right now is the Husaberg, and I'd start 
with a Husaberg 400 engine. It's fairly 








light, has a six-speed box, and is undoubt- 
edly faster than any other 400 available. 
So what if parts prices are astronomical? 
This is a fantasy here, and anything goes. 

Next, Га have to wrap the engine with 
something, and for that Га want to build a 
custom frame. There was a time when you 
could buy custom frames for Honda XL 
and early XR engines, from Trackmaster or 
C&J Frames, or a few other small-time 
frame builders. Sadly, those days are gone 
(hopefully not forever), 
SO you would have to 
find someone who 
could twist tubing and 
knew what they were 
doing. 14 go to a crazy 
| bicycle frame builder 
and commission him to 
weld up a frame out of 
some sort of triple- 
butted chromoly steel 
bicycle tubing. The goal 
i would be to wind up 
with a motorcycle frame 
that weighed something 
like eight pounds. 
Probably impossible, 
but what the heck, a 
dream is a dream. 

For suspension and 
running gear, the choice 
is pretty simple. I think 
for the front end I'd 
want a Honda CR250 
front end, complete. For 
the forks I'd use the CR conventional car- 
tridge forks from the early '90s, before 
they went to upside down forks. All sus- 
pension tuners seem to agree that these 
were the finest working, easiest to tune 
forks of the time, and they're also fairly 
light. Га stay with the whole Honda front 
brake system, because everybody knows 
they're the best, and use a Honda front 
wheel as well. 

The back end would also be an easy 
choice. Га use an Ohlins shock, and hook 
it to a Husaberg swingarm (easiest way to 
mate up the brake and sprocket to the 
engine), and use a Honda brake system 
and rear wheel, if | could make it fit. The 
wheel would have to have an 18-inch rim 
on it, but that's a simple problem to solve. 

Maybe when I was finished Га wind up 
with a 220-pound thumper that cost me 
maybe 15 grand, and maybe Га go just a 
little bit faster. But it'd sure be fun to ride 
something like that! I don't think I'll build 
it soon, though, because the new genera- 
tion of four-strokes that are coming down 
the pike look like they're going to be pretty 
awesome, starting with that YZ4OOF due to 
arrive in December. If that bike is a good 
as they think it will be, we won't have to 
even dream about building something 
trick, especially not for the $5800 asking 
price! 

But what would you build, if you could; if 
money was no object? Га be interested in 
hearing about it. Just write us a letter here 
at P.O. Box 217, Granville MA 01054, and 
maybe we'll print some of the responses. 
And if you already built it, by all means, 
send a picture! О 
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EASTERN 


NEWS 


Youth Class at CDR Hare 
Scrambles 


After months of discussions with the State 
Police Racing Commission it appears that the 
Competition Dirt Riders have obtained per- 
mission to have a Youth class at the ECEA 
hare scrambles on November 9. The State 
Police will use the event as a trial run to see if 
they will allow more Youth events in 1998. 
This new class will allow kids down to 10 
years old to compete on a smaller version of 
the event's hare scrambles course, in a race 
separate from the adults, just like NETRA's 
Junior class. CDR plans to have more than 


* * 
Winners at Berkshire Jr. 

The Berkshire Mudslinger Junior enduro hap- 
pened a couple of weeks ago here, and though 
it's just down the street Trail Rider was unable 
to attend. Oh well, at least we have the results, 
courtesy of the BTR. They are as follows: 





Junior A Mini A 
HP Derek Phelps 12 HP Robert Rowe 6 
1. Brian Sebben 13 1. Robert Langenback 10 
2. Brian Wozniak 13 2. Scott DeCosta 10 
3. Nathan Kanney 14 3. William Rowe 13 
4. Boyd Brower 15 4. T.J. Swistro 23 
5. Dan Young 16 5. Adam Simcock 29 
Junior B Mini B 
1. Corey Murdock 32 1. Bradley Hayden 29 
2. Mike Hardick 35 2. Curran Orlowski 35 
3. Adam Aborn 35 3. Nick Fogarty 51 
4. Justin Tucker 36 4. Patrick Clark ck.4 
5. Derek Grundmann 33 


5. Mike Wolf 42 


one class for youth participation in the morn- 
ing of the event, and exactly how it works out 
depends on the number of entries. Dave 
Bostrom was the instrumental force behind 
the new Youth class. He single-handedly lob- 
bied the State Police Racing Control Unit until 
they agreed to this first trial run. If it works out 


NAMES AND ADDRESSES 


New England Trail Rider Budds Creek MX/H.S. 
Association (NETRA) (301)475-2000 
P.O. Box 478 AMA 
Ellington, CT 06029 P.O. Box 6114 
(860)875-5757 Westerville, OH 43081 
East Coast Enduro (614)891-2425 
Association (ECEA) New York Trail Rider 
RD 4, Box 5671 Alliance, NENYC 
Jonestown, PA 17038 8 Komar Drive 
(717)865-0601 Charlton, NY 12019 
Vermont Trail Riders Asc. New Jersey Trails 
(VETRA) Conservancy (NJTC) 
P.O. Box 136 1799 Route 38 
South Pomfret, УТ 05067 Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 
Pennsylvania Trail District 6 Sports Asc. 
Riders Association P.O. Box 554 
(PATRA) Lebanon, PA 17042 
Box 77 (717)272-6896 
Thomasville, PA 17364 SETRA 
Racer Productions 5165 Thompson Mill Rd. 
(AMA GNCC Series) Lithonia, GA 30038 
Route 7, Box 459 Blue Ribbon Coalition 
Morgantown, WV 26505 P.O. Box 5449 
(304)284-0084 Pocatello, ID 83202 
(208)237-1557 
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Lafferty Wins! 





The season is wrapped up, and an east coast boy took home all the gold! After carding his 
fifth overall win, Millville, New Jersey resident Mike Lafferty mathematically wrapped up the AMA 
National Enduro Series title with three more rounds remaining. Lafferty’s July 15 win in 
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Drummond Island, Mich., increased his series lead 
to an insurmountable 90 points over Matt Stavish 
(Hon) of Blaine, Minn., securing Lafferty’s first-ever 
AMA National title. His campaign this year included 
an impressive five wins and two second-place fin- 
: ishes in seven races so far. The title caps off a 
remarkable season for Lafferty that included not 
only his first-ever AMA National Enduro title, but also 
his first wins in the series. He also provided Austrian 
manufacturer KTM with its first AMA National Enduro 
É title since Jeff Russell won it aboard a KTM in 1991. 
Third in the points chase so far is defending cham- 
pion Randy Hawkins (Yam), who has been suffering 
through a bad-luck season after being asked to 
` leave the Suzuki team last year. With three rounds 
remaining, Stavish plans to hold off Hawkins, and 
Lafferty wants to card in with seven overall wins for 
the season—after throwaways, that will be a perfect 
score. We'll let you know how he does.. 





to the State Polices' satisfaction, other clubs 
will be able to apply for a permit to hold a 
Youth class at their events. We think it's a 
great way to get more kids involved in the 
sport, and hope the Youth class catches on 
and grows in the ECEA. 


Downeast Canceled 

The Downeast Hare Scrambles, originally 
scheduled for August 5, has been canceled 
due to organizational problems. And unfortu- 
nately, we found out about it too late to men- 
tion it last month. The event, which is held 
way up in the State O' Maine, is widely regard- 
ed as being one of the most scenic of the 
NETRA races, in spite of being one of the far- 
thest-flung. The club claims this is just a tem- 
porary set back, and they'll be back on the 
schedule next year with a bigger and better 
Downeast. If you went there on the strength of 
our mention of it last month, sorry; and we 
promise to do a better job in the future. 


McLevy Leads Scrambles 

As of the Central Vermont hare scrambles, 
Josh McLevy is leading the NETRA series with 
a solid points cushion. So far this year, Josh 
has won four overalls, including Clarkie's, 
Lembo, CATRA, and Central Vermont, and he 
seems to have no intention of backing off. 
Second place in the points right now is Patrick 
Timothy, who is a good 25 points behind the 
leader. Defending champion Tommy Norton is 
in fourth so far, right behind Todd Levesque. 
Norton so far has been wrestling with awful 
luck, bringing back mechanical failures more 
often than championship points. Paul 
Blanquart rounds out the top five. 


White Mountain Videos 


If you like obscure motorcycle videos, you 
can find them at White Horse Press in North 
Conway, New Hampshire. You can get such 
classics or chestnuts as Hell's Belles, The Wild 
Angels, Easy Rider, The Great Escape, The 
Wild One, Electraglide in Blue, Viva Knievel, 
Quadrophenia and more. None of the ones we 
list here sell for more than $29.95 (Great 
Escape), and most are $14.95, which is very 
reasonable. White Horse also offers every con- 
ceivable motorcycle book you could want, or 
they know where to get it, and they're right up 
here in North Conway, the outlet shopping 
capital of the world. You do want a catalog, 
really, and you can get one by calling 
(605)556-6556. 


September Events 

This month is absolutely packed with events 
to ride. The Valley Forge Trail Riders would be 
very sad if we didn't mention their event hap- 
pening on the 14th, the Moonshine Enduro. 
It’s one of the best Pennsylvania rock runs, 
and we'll bet you enjoy it if you ride it. There's 
an ECEA event every weekend in September, 
including the Michaux enduro on the seventh, 
the Moonshine, the Scrub Pine enduro on the 
21st, and the Sotuhern Tier enduro on the 
28th. The Southern Tier is a New York state 
enduro that has been running for quite a 
while, but it’s new to the ECEA schedule. 

In New England we have the Greylock 
enduro on the seventh, which is always a 
good Berkshire rock run, and the infamous 
Rubber Cow enduro on the 28th. The Rubber 
Cow is put on by the King Philip Trail Riders 
and it met with great critical acclaim last year, 
so everybody's looking forward to it again in 
‘97. There's also the NETRA Stateline hare 
scrambles on the 14th, and the Woodsocross 
hare scrambles in Rhode Island on the 21st. 
Junior riders only have one event, with the 
Steerage Rock Jr. on the 27th. 

Of course we would be remiss if we weren’t 
to mention the Ammonoosuc River turkey run 
in northern New Hampshire on the seventh. 
The Ammo is our favorite turkey run of the 
year, and since it conflicts with the Greylock 
we don’t know what to do. Oh well...there’s 
also the Triple B turkey run in New Boston on 
the 14th, which is also a great ride. Do as 
many as you can, and have fun whatever! О 


Where To Ride 


9/6 AMA Nat. D.S., Golden Pond, KY 

9/6-7 AMA GNCC Series, Millfield, OH 

9/7 AMA National Hare Scrambles, Millfield, OH 

9/7 Ammonoosuc River Turkey Run, North Haverhill NH 
9/7 Greylock Enduro, Lee MA 

9/7 Michaux Enduro, Shippensburg, PA 

9/10 AMA Nat. D.S., Steamboat Springs, CO 

9/14 Moonshine Enduro, Brandonville, PA 

9/14 Stateline Hare Scrambles, Boyntonville NY 

9/14 Triple B IIl Turkey Run, New Boston MA 

9/20-21 AMA GNCC Series, Mt. Morris, PA 

9/21 Scrub Pine Enduro, New Lisbon, NJ 

9/21 Woodsocross Hare Scrambles, West Greenwich RI 
9/27 AMA Nat. D.S., Elizabeth, WV 

9/27 AMA Nat. D.S., Phoenix, AZ 

9/27 Nervous Novice Parent/Child Ride, Brimfield MA 
9/27 Steerage Rock Junior Enduro, Brimfield MA 

9/28 AMA National Hare Scrambles, Henryetta, OK 
9/28 Rubber Cow Enduro, Wrentham MA 

9/28 Southern Tier Enduro, Eastern NY 














Want More Power: 
Reed This! 


> The New V-Force 


Reed Valve 


“a dramatic improvement in the low 
to mid-pulses in the powerband” 


Dirt Rider Magazine 
July 1997 


“Awesome improvement to low and 
mid-range power on my 97 Honda 
CR250" 


Kevin Hines 
Former National Enduro Champ 
Winner 97 Tecate Enduro 


"a healthy increase in mid-range 





"In the world of off-road racing we 
at Team Suzuki off-road demand two 
things from our motors. Smooth con- 
trollable power and total reliability. 
With the VForce Delta reed valve 
system we achieve both and have 
the wins to prove it." 


pull" Mike Webb 
Motocross Action Magazine Have Your Dealer Contact Off-Road Manager, 
July 1997 Team Suzuki 


PARTS 
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XR400 Stuff 


If you've got an XR400, ; 
chances are you need some # 
things for it. Even if you # 
don't, you might just want to я 





spend some money оп the  ; 
dear thing. If so, A-Loop has 
the XR400 stuff, including its 
55-micron stainless steel oil 
filter. This washable, 
reusable filter cleans the oil 
better than any stock filter 
and will save you a bundle if you change oil 
often. $64.95, and worth it. A-Loop also 
has a chain guide protector to help keep 
the stock plastic chain guide attached to 
the bike ($22.95), and a skid plate with 
side wings, and oil drain hole, and stainless 
steel clamps to hook it up ($64.95). They 
also have a motocross carb kit that will 
eliminate bogging and hesitation over 
rough terrain ($29.95), and offer an off- 
road suspension revalving that will make 


л 
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the bike leap to life $149 rear, $119 front), 
and they also have replacement springs. All 
of this and more is available from A-Loop 
Offroad, 3911 Norwood Drive #G, Littleton, 
CO 80125. 


Log Your Miles 

Many of you sharp- eyed readers have 
noticed a two-color ad in the back of the 
book for a Dirt Rider Log Book, 
offered by Bushmaster. Well, the 
people who 
make it sent 
one for our 
inspection, 
«| and it is a pret- 


i ty neat little 
SBN i package. It's 
4173) i printed on 


Venicces 7 
2 


Y | heavy paper that сап 


stand up to the ele- 
ments, and each page 
is laid out to allow you 
to easily log every ride you do on you bike. 
For years, the really organized people have 
been preaching to us that we should do 
this to keep track of maintenance, how 
many hours between major service and 
such, and I’m sure we all admit 
its a good idea. Bushmaster's 
printed book is all set up so you її 
can do it without thinking, and |) 
we like that. It'S even a good way 
to remember past rides and rid- |; 
ing areas. The Log Book is avail- | 


THE NEW POWER IN REEDS 


AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL 
TUCKER ROCKY DEALER 


® 











able for $15 plus $2 shipping from 
Bushmaster, P.O. Box 875, Otis Orchards, 
WA 99027-0875. 


Full Shock Fix 


If you’ve got a completely trashed shock, 
don’t give up on it. And if you want more 
supple valving, you might want to contact 
Works Performance and talk to them about 

it. Works offers a 

full “Heart 

Transplant” to 
| your stock shock, 

wherein they 

replace the whole 
shock piston 

rather than just a 

few shims, and 

they can do the 
seals and shaft bushings at the same time. 
If you have a bent or damaged shaft, Works 
has the “Guts” cartridge, which replaces 
the shaft, eye or clevis, the bumper, seal 
head and dust cap, and includes the Heart 
Transplant piston—basically all the insides 
of the shock. There is a standard version 
and an adjustable version available, and 
they can fill you in on the whole deal. Give 

‘em a Call at (818)701-1010.. 


Honda Visa 


How would you like a Visa card 
with a Honda logo on it, and a 
motorcycle image that suits 
your weekend fancy? You can 


PURE CARBONI 


THE MOST TECHNICALLY ADVANCED REEDS IN THE WORLD. 


MORE PERFORMANCE THAN ANY OTHER REED. 


ADVANCED CARBON MATRIX. 


ULTRA RELIABLE. LONG SERVICE LIFE. 


MULTIPLE PERFORMANCE CONFIGURATIONS. 


PATENTED Миті - 


FREGUENCY DESIGNS. 


NO GLASS PLIES TO ADD WEIGHT. 


No DYES TO INTERFERE WITH THE RESIN/CARBON BOND. 


EXCLUSIVE PRE/POST PRODUCTION PROCESSES. 


Usen BY DAMON BRADSHAW AND THE MANCHESTER HONDA RACE TEAM. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 


OR CONTACT... 


AKTIVE 


1901 NonrHAMPTON AVE, 
МовтнАМРТОМ Рд 18067 


1-800-211-4129 


610-262-1679 610-262-7513 Fax 
www.aktive.com 


TAE. 


TUCKER ROCKY 
DISTRIBUTING 
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get it, just call First USA | 
and tell them you want 
the Honda Motorcycle 
Platinum Visa and they'll 
fix you up. (800)451- 
2491. 


Cool Aluminum 
Okay, so this column is 
starting to look like a New 
Products column, Би 
there's a ton of stuff that's 
come in the door this month. One very cool 
thing is this note from DeVol Racing, saying 
they have these new heat treated alu- 
minum subframes from BBR. Available for 
the '96-97 XR250 and 400, they weigh а 
little better than two pounds less than 
stock, and they're half the price of an OEM 
replacement part. How can you beat it, for 
$199? BBR also makes them for the '92- 
'96 CR125 & 250 Honda, and the "97-98 
CRs, and other models are on the way. 
They also have an aluminum heat shield for 
the XR250/400, and you can learn much 
more by calling DeVol at (560)825-2106. 


KTM Awards 


We received a press release from KTM, 
telling us about the two Cycle World awards 
they won this year. Hmmph! Like we care 
about Cycle World! They're all into body 
piercing out there. Anyhow, they said that 
CW awarded the 620RXC as the best dual 
sport bike for '97, and that the 250 EXC 
was the best enduro bike. Considering the 
competition carefully, we'd probably agree 
with them; but from what we understand 
the ‘98 KTMs are going to be a giant leap 


NORTON & 
DYNO PORT , 


The fastest and toughest hare 
scrambles rider in New Ensland 
is Tommy Norton, and he uses 
the toughest and fastest pipe he 
can find--Dyno Port! 





above what they have 
now. We've heard 
rumors from KTM that 
claim things like 
"lighter" and “more 
narrow” and “аме- 
some," and we're hop- 
ing that the rumors are 
true. We've made it no 
secret that 
we like 
KTMs here 
(really, how many other stock 
enduro bikes are as competi- 
tive?), but we've also made it 
no secret that we believe the 
Austrian bikes have been get- 
ting porkier over the years. 
The modern dirt bike is on the 
cutting edge of technology, and if they 
could all start losing weight we as riders 
would be much happier. Are the KTM 
rumors true? We'll find out soon, and we'll 
let you know. 


Fix Your Jug 
If you suffer one of those late-season 
seizures, what are m 
you going to do? Go | 
out and buy a new 
cylinder, piston, and 
all the related parts? 
Probably, but you 
might want to try to 
save a few bucks 
and get your old 
cylinder fixed, espe- 
cially if you’ve had it 
ported or otherwise 


Don’t forget your silencer! Dyno Port makes three: The Big-Core Barker 


for motocross, our enduro-style Cheater Silencer, and the Big-Core Shorty 
Spark Arrestor, the best performing true spark arrestor available. Dyno Port 
Products are availabe for every model. See your dealer or call fo order. * 








worked on. Max Power Cylinders is a new 
venture started by Eric Gorr that combines 
the technologies of two British companies 
that specialize in cylinder bore repair. They 
specialize in custom parts for Indy-car and 
F-1 racing engines, and can use their cylin- 
der plating process to repair both two- and 
four-stroke engines. They claim to be able 
to fix just about any kind of damage, so it’d 
be worth it to give them a 
call. MPC is in Madison, 
Wisconsin, and their 
phone number is 
(608)224-2524. 


WB Vortip 

While we're talking about 
XR400 parts, here's 
something from White 
Bros that may be a neat thing to add to 
your XR. WB makes the Vortip exhaust 
insert. It replaces the stock XR400 exhaust 
baffle and increases flow and horsepower 
while reducing noise , compared to running 
the bike without the stock baffle. The 
Vortip has a turned-down tip that does a lot 
to reduce apparent noise from the bike, 
and it's all stainless steel. It 
retails for $69.95 from all White 
Bros dealers, or call them at 
"| (714)692-5404 and tell them 
Trail Rider sent you, so maybe 
they'll start to advertise, and 
then we'll make more money 
and be able to afford to add 
more pages to this rag, and we'll 
get all fat and bloated and aris- 
tocratic and drive to all the races 
in a Cadillac. О 


The Toughest 
and Fastest! 


Dyno Port offers a true woods pipe 
powerband, or a top end pipe if you 
really like to scream, made out of the 
toughest steel that will definitely 
outlast our competitor's pipes in the 
rocks. Dyno Port doesn't make the 
cheapest performance pipe, but for a 
few dollars more you can start winning 
races, on the toughest pipe available. 


Works Pipes and Porting ° (315)258-5618 | 
1896 Townline Road * Union Springs, NY 13160 
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PBER SPRING HARE SCRAMBLES 


Hammering the hammered South Jersey sand trails 


By Mark Uth 


Chatsworth, NJ 6/8 
ro MXer Joel Dengler dusted off his 
woods skills, piloting a Suzuki RM250 to 

the overall victory at the Pine Barons Spring 
Hare Scrambles held on the N.J. ORV Park. 
grounds in Chatsworth, New Jersey. The 
usually RM125 mounted Dengler came from 
behind to beat out a field that included fel- 
low RM250 MXer Brian Carroll, enduro hot 
shoe Kevin Bennett, and National Enduro 
Series points leader Mike Lafferty, using this 
local run to stay in shape during this break 
in the national series schedule. After the 
race, Dengler was mostly low key regarding 
the win. Perhaps somewhat worn out from 
the relentless sand whoop-de-dos, Joel 
commented, “I had no trouble with my bike 
or the course, and just kept the throttle 
pinned wherever possible.” 

Cool East Coast spring time weather con- 
tinued for the event, providing near perfect 
conditions. Comfortable morning tempera- 
tures rose into the low 70s by the time the 
race was underway, with partly sunny skies 
and light breezes making things seem cool- 
er yet. There was no rain in the days imme- 
diately prior to the event, making the 
course plenty dry and dusty. 

More than 200 motorcycle and ATV riders 
entered the event, a carnival atmosphere 
bolstered by the considerable number of 
spectators lured by the magnanimous no 
cost gate fee. ATV races in the morning 
were followed by the motorcycle main 
event, scheduled for a 12 p.m. start. The 
club had laid out a six and a half mile 
course run within the ORV park grounds 
and made use of the park’s improved ATV 
and MX tracks. However, the lion’s share of 
the course was composed of countless 
miles of hammered, whooped-out trail 
carved into terra firma that ranged from 





Kevin Bennett rode a sensible race and finished up in fourth overall. 
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gravel-laced hardpack to deep, soft, sugar 
sand. There was little, if any, tight trail or 
technical type obstacles to slow down the 
pace. As a result, riders had to be on the 
pipe nearly the entire race, with virtually no 
rest sections in between. 

The start was held on the wide open flats 
of the ATV/truck track in the north end of 
the park. In the motorcycle main event, 
bikes were started in waves by class, sepa- 
rated by 50 second intervals. A two hour 
main event was scheduled for A and B class- 
es, while C, Senior and Super Senior class- 
es were flagged in after an hour and a half 
of racing. The dead engine start allowed 
more than a hundred yard sprint to the first 
turn, plenty enough of a straight run to 


breed trouble for many. During the Expert 


start, it was chaos in the first 
turn as CR250-mounted Kevin 
Bennett lead the pack only to 
overshoot the slick, hardpack 
turn and be forced to take a 


wide outside line. Taking g 
advantage of Bennett's f 
overzealous start, Brian 


Carroll assumed the lead, fol- 
lowed by KB and Mike Lafferty. 

Taking advantage of mis- 
takes by Carroll (blown turn) | 
and Bennett (crash), Lafferty | 
assumed the lead near [ 
halfway through the first lap Ж 
and proceeded to lead a 
freight train, as a half dozen or 
So riders remained tightly 
packed the entire first trip 
around. At the end of lap one —~ 
it was Lafferty, Carroll, Bennett = 
and Dengler passing through . . 
the barrels in quick order. Р 

In the course of the second 
lap, Carroll and Dengler began 
to exert some pres- 






Race winner Joel Dengler passes a lapper late in the Pine Barons' hare 
scrambles. The NJORVP course was a sand-master's delight! 


Brian Carroll was an early leader, then locked into a battle with Dengler that 


sure on the front runners, taking full advan- 
tage of the MX-oriented course. Dengler 
made a move to get by Bennett, assuming 
the number three position behind Carroll 
early into the second lap. Soon thereafter it 
was Mike's turn for a gaffe, taking a major 
endo which allowed both Carroll and 
Dengler to scoot by while he searched for 
his bike in the brush. Lafferty and Bennett 
then settled into the numbers three and 
four positions. Things remained like this 
during the third and fourth laps as well, 
although Carroll and Dengler managed to 
pull away from Lafferty and Bennett, build- 
ing a lead of more that a minute. 

Top riders were turning in sub 18 minute 
lap times during the middle part of the race, 
this equating to better than 21 MPH speed 
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ended with a second overall for Carroll, and Dengler's win. 





Mike Lafferty was the early leader, but a series of 
crashes put him down to third by the finish. 


average over the strength-sapping course. 
While no other riders challenged the lead- 
ers, Lee Rostin, Mike Bradway and Richard 
Lafferty at the same time maintained a 
workmanlike pace and a stranglehold on 
the numbers 5-6-7 slots. 

After the fourth lap, Carroll and Dengler 
both pulled into the pits to refuel and rewa- 
ter. Dengler, aided by an experienced pit 
crew lead by his father, former ECEA 
Champion Bruce Dengler, refueled quickly 
and smoked by Carroll to start the fifth lap. 
Carroll soon settled in behind Dengler, but 
was unable to close the gap. The rest of the 





Pine Barons Hare Scramble 
Unofficial Results 

Overall 

1. Joel Dengler 

2. Brian Carroll 


3. Joe Newman 
4. Lew Robbins 
5. Greg Gant 

B 250-Open 

1. Mike Crum 


Senior (40+) 


3. Mike Sharp 


3. Mike Lafferty 2. Steve Pfeffer 
4. Kevin Bennett 3. Lance Thomson 
5. Lee Rostin 4. Dave Nash 
A0-200 5. Rick Kivela 

1. Lee Rostin Four Stroke 

2. Kevin Kazmierski A. J. Gagliardi 

3. Ron Lucas B. Scott Tellone 
A 250-Open C. Brad Pace 


1. Joel Dengler D. Erik Hohenberger 
2. Brian Carroll E. Jeff Kohlmeyer 
3. Mike Lafferty Veteran (30-) 

4. Kevin Bennett 1. Keith Rogers 





5. Richard Lafferty 2. John Walton 
B 0-200 3. Wayne King 
1. Bill Hess 4. Tom Gafgen 
2. Eric Corbin 5. Andrew Bradway 





competition spread out some over the final 
laps, and there were no lead changes. Only 
the top four riders, Dengler, Carroll, Lafferty 
and Bennett, made the two hour cutoff to 
complete a final seventh lap. At the end of 
the race, after nearly two and a half hours of 
a sand whoop workout, Dengler emerged 
from the woods to win handily, a comfort- 
able final margin of several minutes ahead 
of Carroll. Going into that final lap, Mike 
Lafferty trailed Carroll by less than 20 sec- 
onds, seeing him across the track as he exit- 
ed the barrels for the white flag lap. 
Roosting out of the barrels with bad intent, 
Mike's quest for second was all-too-soon 
thwarted as another crushing wipeout on 
the final lap negated his bid to move up. 
Carroll, (second overall) and Mike Lafferty 
(third overall) filled out the podium while a 
CR250 mounted Kevin Bennett soldiered on 


1. Anthony Tomasello 4. Eric Reeves 

2. Jerry Lynn 5. Marco Dottavio 
3. Gary Nobel ATV Two Stroke 

4. Mike Borrelli 1. Mike Krachun 
5. Martin Ferguson 2. John Madiachimou 
Super Senior (50-) 3. Khris Butler 

1. Jack Lafferty 4. Gary Walker 

2. Rich Trader 5. Chris Comk 

3. Linsay Pirie ATV Four Stroke 

4. Pete Benedik 1. Dave Meeks 

5. Rocco Sparks 2. Dave Miloszan 
C 0-200 3. Dave Lawrence 
1. Ed Bannon 4. Justin Lach 

2. George Parker 5. Bill Layton 

3. Kim Plummer ATV 4X4 

4. Matt Hurff 1. Bill Herrington 
5. Tom Seaman 2. Orime Gonzalez 


C 250-Open 
1. Geoff Haenn 
2. Chris Vecchione 








to finish fourth overall, never really chal- 
lenging the leaders or being challenged him- 
self. Lee Rostin finished fifth overall and 
first in the A200 class. Richard Lafferty rode 
a KTM to sixth overall seeding, followed by 
early front runner Mike Bradway, KX250 
mounted Marc Grossman, and Grateful Ed 
O'Flynn, who did more than his share of 
trench-digging aboard his CR500. 

PBER president John Morgan helped see 
that results were finalized and posted as 
expeditiously as possible. Trophy presenta- 
tion soon followed, as top finishers received 
obligatory plastic trinkets. Some contingen- 
cies were included, donated by event spon- 
sors Enduro Experts (New Gretna, NJ), 
Griffin Vehicle Service (Chatsworth, NJ), Mt. 
Holly Power Sports (Mt. Holly, NJ) and 
Motion Enterprises (Hammonton, NJ). О 


Poult) Josh ste Qua аг Bae To 


Ask The Guys Who Win With It Every Weekend | 


“То compete with 
the best, you need 
the best equipment. 
Scotts Steering 
Stabilizer is the 
finest working 
damper on the 
market and has 
the most features. 
The others don't 
even come close." 


What makes the 
Scotts Steering Damper 
the very best? 





EN Ce N 


* It's the only Damper with three fully adjustable circuits. 





• The adjustable damping control allows you to adjust the stabilizer while you are riding your motorcycle. зен Сіра ег 
» Adjustable “Sweep Controls” let you dial in the degrees of damping you want from the center line. OIN NR 


* A “High Speed Circuit” designed to absorb the shock from tree roots and those invisible square edged rocks. y 
• Infinitely adjustable - Works for every type of Off-road application, including Motocross. Васкагоцай РОО 15 of Larry Roeseler. 
Scotts Damper is also the official 


Steering Stabilizer of Team Green. 


818-248-BIKE 


2625 HONOLULU AVENUE e MONTROSE, CALIFORNIA 91020 








NETRA Hare Scrambles Round Five 


DAM 








Todd Levesque caps a perfect day in Thomaston 


By Cheri Alix, photos by Paul Clipper 
Thomaston, CT 6/15 


hree hundred and fifty riders descended 

on the Thomaston Dam for the fifth 
round of the NETRA hare scrambles series. 
The Pathfinders laid out the course, which 
started in the flood plain behind the dam, 
then crossed the access road and into the 
hills before heading back down into the 
flood plain. The low lying sections of the 
10.5 mile Expert/Amateur course were 
nothing but dry, silty whoops, some of 
which were close to five feet deep, with the 
higher elevations being hilly, full of rocks, 
with a few long dusty straightaways. The 
start was laid out in a small field with an off 
camber right-hand turn straight into the 


The top Novice rider for the day was Craig 
Abendroth, who took the holeshot in the C class 
race and led every lap. 


М “га! : NC awas 


The Women's class competitors bask in the glow after their race. From 
left: Heidi Landon, Sally Haber, Susan LaFlamme, Dawn Silvia. 
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whoops. 

The Juniors and Novices ran a shorter 
eight mile course, with the Juniors running 
two laps and the Novices running three 
laps. The Junior event started the day, with 
Drew Carpenter taking a commanding lead 
right off the line. Nathan Kanney and Boyd 
Brower put in a good battle in second place 
and were able to close the gap on 
Carpenter, but not soon enough. Carpenter 
went on to win the event with a thirty sec- 
ond lead. Kanney won out over Brower by 
seven seconds for second place. Robert 
Rowe had no problems winning the Mini 
class, grabbing the checkered flag with six 
minutes on second place William Rowe. In 
the Novice event, it was Craig Abendroth 
smoking the competition on his Kawasaki 
250 and taking the Novice High Point. 

When the flag dropped for the five lap 
main event, it was Factory 
Connection/Pirelli/REP sponsored Todd 
Levesque getting the holeshot. PJ Peculis, 
Randy McCann and Jason Cayer were close 
behind, only to get dusted out once they 
turned the corner into the whoops. The dust 
was unbelievable. All you could see of the 
rider in front of you was their helmet. As 
you followed, you just hoped they were on 
the trail. Two riders that did lose sight of the 
trail were Luke McNeil and Ken Law. Law did 
a major endo over a log but was able to 
continue while McNeil wasn't so lucky. 
McNeil crashed real hard knocking himself 
out and bruising his back. 

Levesque had a dust free path in front of 
him, which allowed him to pull a 10 second 
lead by the time they crossed the road and 
hit the rock section. 

By the end of the first lap, Levesque had 
put forty seconds on second place Midtown 
Kawasaki’s McCann. Peculis was now in 
third place, back another twenty seconds, 
followed by Razee Cycles’ Cayer and 
KTM/Dyno Port/VP Fuel-backed Tom Norton. 
Levesque was holding a good pace of thirty 
minutes a lap, but McCann had picked up 





A clean start for the B Veteran class. 


the pace and was closing in. By the time the 
riders came around at the end of the sec- 
ond lap, McCann had closed the gap to only 
30 seconds. 

When the riders came into the pits, which 
were two miles from the barrels, Levesque’s 
lead was down to twenty seconds. He soon 
lost his lead in the pits, as McCann came in 
before he finished gassing. Norton, who was 
now in third place, was also closing in, arriv- 
ing in the pits only ten seconds behind the 
departing leader. Peculis was back another 
1 1/2 minutes, followed by Cayer. 

A few Expert riders had now moved up 
into the top 10. Ken Valentine, from the 
Open class, was now in seventh place over- 
all. Jeff Staples and Kris Mooney, both rid- 
ing in the Expert 250 class, were in sixth 


WM 


Todd Levesque held the point for nearly the entire 
race, winning the overall in spite of considerable 
pressure from Randy McCann and Tom Norton. 








Robert Rowe Jr. won the Mini class overall, launch- 
ing his KX in front of the rest of the Mini entrants. 


and ninth place respectively. 

The front three runners hung together for 
several miles into the third lap, until they 
crossed the road back into the blinding 
dust. McCann, who always seems to do 
good in the wide open sections, took advan- 
tage of the dust and passed Levesque on 
the first straightaway, taking over the lead 
for the second time during the race. 
Levesque was able to hold off Norton for 
the remainder of the lap, but only by sec- 
onds. McCann managed to put twenty sec- 
onds on the two as they completed the third 
lap. Fourth place was still being held by 
Peculis, but Valentine and Cayer were clos- 
ing in fast. 

As the riders headed out for the fifth and 
final lap, it looked like it would be one of 
the closest races this year. McCann, 
Levesque and Norton were all within 10 sec- 
onds as the three riders came around the 
pits for the final time. Norton, who was the 
only rider not running a large gas tank, had 
to pit for a splash of gas before heading out 
for the final eight miles, losing 20 seconds. 
But by the time the three hit the security 
check halfway into the lap, they were all 
back to within six seconds of each other. 

Levesque really wanted the win, and knew 





Drew Carpenter was the top Junior rider for the day. 


NEW DIRT BIKE TECH BOOK 


MX and Off-Road Performance Handbook $20 
This new book by Eric Gorr is the most com- 
prehensive handbook in the world for do-it- 
yourself tips on repairing and tuning dirt 
bikes. Its 192 pages are packed with 172,000 
words and 250 photos on suspension compo- 
nents, 2 & 4-stroke engines, and a reference 
guide for tuning tips on 175 models of dirt 
bikes. The book is $20 by Visa/Mastercard, 
or $25 delivered by UPS COD, check okay. 


Call for more information on 
Forward Motion's porting, big- 
bore and engine services! 


MOTOCROSS: 
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IODIFICATION 
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Eric Gore's Forward Motion, Inc. 
2315 S. Stoughton Road, Madison WI 53716 © (608)222-5761 
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for DualSport camping! for serious off-road! 




















OFF ROAD TIRES ARE OUR SPECIALTY! 


We’ve got the tires you need at the prices you want. 
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Todd Levesque Yam 

Overall Champion 

Ken Valentine KTM 

A High Point 

Christopher Cramer Hon 

B High Point 

Craig Abendroth Kaw 

C High Point 

AA 

1. Todd Levesque Yam 

2. Randy McCann Kaw 

3. Tom Norton KTM 

4. Jason Cayer CRE 

5. PJ Peculis Yam 

Junior 

1. Drew Carpenter Suz 

2. Nathan Kanney Yam 

3. Boyd Brower Jr. Yam 

4. Derek Phelps KTM 

5. Mike Peristere Yam 

Mini 

1. Robert Rowe Jr. Kaw 

: : Бэх, : 2. William Rowe Kaw 

Kris Mooney reaches for a quick dab in the * yoh i fam 
roots, on his way to second A250. 5. TJ Swistro Yam 

Women 
that he had to pass McCann before they | 1, Sally Haber Kaw 
crossed over into the dust. It was in the | 2. Heidi Landon Kaw 
last rocky section, the same place he | 3. Susan LaFlamme Kaw 
made the move on McCann earlier in the | 4. Dawn Silvia Kaw 
race, that he grabbed the lead never to um Мп Kaw 


look back. Levesque just twisted the 1. Craig Abendroth 


K 
throttle back as far as it would go, taking 23 


Dam Good Hare Scramble 2. Kurt Wright Kaw 1. Bill Fischer Kaw 4. Doug Vail Hus 





3. Brian Stannard Kaw 2. Mark Jolley Kaw 5. Gerard Labelle Kaw 
4. Joshua Beebe Hon 3. Paul Barbour Hon Expert 250 

5. Steve Kecskes Kaw 4. Stephen Messenger Kaw 1. Wes Clarke Jr. Yam 
Novice 200 5. Charles Kennedy Suz  2.Kris Mooney Yam 
1. Richard Lessard Kaw Amateur 250 3. Jeff Staples Hon 
2. Todd Frias Kaw 1. Steve Deyo Suz 4. Sam Verdetto KTM 
3. Robert Hart Kaw 2. Robert Carlson Suz 5. Bruce Yuill Yam 
4. Keith Roberts Kaw 3. Kevin Hubbard Yam Expert 200 

5. Mike Trecinski Kaw 4. David Clark Hon  1.Hans Neff KTM 
Novice 125 5. Austin Jalbert Yam 2. Steve Formanek Kaw 
1. Brian Wozniak Kaw Amateur 200 3. Brett Costello Yam 
2. Mike Peristere Yam 1. Lionel Asselin Hon 4. Glen Brigham 

3. Chris Downie Hon 2. David Bradley Yam 5. Neil Dennett Yam 
4. Steve Blangeard Kaw 3. Eric Rougeau Yam Expert Open 

5. Brian Pirro Kaw 4. Scott Harwood Hon 1. Ken Valentine KTM 
Novice Open 5. Larry Silvia Kaw 2. Roger Billharz KTM 
1. Chris Panzella Hon Amateur Open 3. Jim Simcock KTM 
2. Paul Slater Hon 1. Christopher Cramer Hon 4. Mark Burdick KTM 
3. Carl Jepson Hon 2. Dan Salamone KTM Expert Veteran 

4. Lorne Goralnik Hon 3. Casey Griswold KTM 1. Kenneth Held Yam 
5. Robert Riguette Hus 4. Steven Sheppard KTM 2. Peter Antinarelli Hon 
Novice Veteran 5. Ronan Buggle Hon 3. John Faney Hon 
1. Stephen Morris Suz Amateur Veteran 4. Rick Capson Suz 
2. Robert Knudsen Hon 1. Lance Longo Suz 5. Lee Pelletier Hon 
3. Michael Serrilla Yam 2. Robert White CRE Expert Four Stroke 

4. Doug Galley KTM 3. Bruce Hawes Hon  1.Philip Lemere Hon 
5. Michael Litwin Kaw 4. Stace Ames Suz 2. Charles Burdick Hon 
Novice Four Stroke 5. Eric Reinhard KTM 3. Jerry Shinners Kaw 
1. Matt Girovard Hbg Amateur Four Stroke Expert Senior 

2. William Reiss Suz 1. Gus Bender Hon 1. Steve Formanek Kaw 
3. David Williams Hon Amateur Senior 2. Scott Wolfersberger Yam 
4. Stephan Sherman Hon 1. Robert Foster Hon 3. James Simone Hon 
5. Patrick Murphy Hon 2. Chris Fahan Hon 4. John Dunn Jr. Kaw 
Novice Senior 3. Larry Piers Yam 5. Victor Tiship KTM 








the checkered flag with a minute lead. 
McCann kept Norton at bay for the remainder of the lap, taking sec- 
ond place with Norton finishing third. 

Ken Valentine passed both Cayer and Peculis on the final lap, tak- 
ing fourth place overall along with the Expert class High Point. Cayer 
rounded out the top five, edging out Peculis, who crashed hard dur- 
ing the final half of the event causing him to fall off the pace. 

Expert 250 riders Wes Clarke and Kris Mooney put in a good bat- 
tle near the end, with both riders finishing in the top ten. Clarke 


Cylinders bored while you wait 


XR400 & XR250 HEADQUARTERS! 


Come See The New '97 Models 
Great Prices on Leftover '96 RMX250 


EXTRA LARGE PARTS INVENTORY 
UPS SHIPPING DAILY 


E 


$ SUZUKI 


Financing cem for Used and New! 


Route 28, Junct. of 106 We're Open: 
West Bridgewater Center, MA e Weekly 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
(508)587-1701 orbs Saturday 9 a.m. -- 9 p.m. 
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also won the Expert 250 class with Mooney coming in second. Jeff 
Staples, who had been running in the top ten earlier in the day, fin- 
ished third in the 250 class. 

In the Expert 200 class it was Hans Neff and Steve Formanek bat- 
tling until the end with Neff taking the class win by only seconds. 
The Amateur class saw Honda rider Christopher Cramer taking the 
Amateur Highpoint. His closest competition was Steve Deyo on his 
Suzuki 250. Deyo won the Amateur 250 class followed by Robert 
Carlson in second. О 


CALL 
1-800-923-1717 


The New '97 KTM 125/250/300/360 E/XC's come with these 
GNCC and Hare Scrambles Championship-winning 
features: New 50mm KTM Magnum Fork * New Gull 

Wing Triple Clamps * KTM/Krizman" Works 

Aluminum Silencer/Spark Arrestor • Plated 

Pipe * Improved Cylinder and Head Castings 

* Ohlins Type ЗА Works Shock , New Wider 

Cross-Section Box Swingarm * Kokusan 

Digital Ignition • 7071 Aluminum 

Handlebars. See the New ‘97 KTM 


E/XC at your local r 
D. KTM dealer. ) REARS 
5 2 L it 





STAYING ON TIME 


N FAILURE NOT OPTION 


Silkolene 


LUBRICANTS 


Slike Than Silke 


DISTRIBUTED BY TUCKER ROCKY / NEMPCO 











New Model Preview 


LE 





Do you really need to ride a 250 any more? 


1. face it, you’re not going to own one 
of these bikes. The KTM 200 E/XC LE is 
just what its name implies, а Limited 
Edition. KTM is going to make between 100 
and 145 of these baby-blue 200s, depend- 
ing on whose estimate you believe, and 
then they’re going to throw away the mold, 
so to speak. From the git-go, the bike was 
designed as a collector’s edition KTM, and 
unless you ordered one months ago, and 
paid the $6797 price tag, your chances of 
owning a 200 LE are mighty slim. Don’t be 
looking for them used, either. Most of these 
babies are going to be oiled down and put 
away for posterity. And that is a damn 
shame, because it is one heck of a wild 
bike. 

The only person we know who actually 
received one of these blue 200s to ride is 
Tommy Norton, last year’s NETRA hare 


scrambles champion. Tommy got a bike 
because they wanted somebody to test it 









P YA 


22325 


the best-constructed KTM we've ever seen 


hard, and they know Tommy’s the man if 
you want a bike flogged. We hooked up with 
him and spent a very short time riding the 
bike, and a longer time talking to him about 
it. He also went on to race the bike at the 
Central Vermont hare scrambles before this 
went into print, and only finished fourth 
because he ran it out of gas on the last lap. 





With a brand new engine, frame, and bodywork to fit, the 200EXC is 


Norton is probably the only racer on 
KTM’s docket who will get one of the 
LEs to race, so we’re mighty fortunate 
to live close to him. 

So if it’s so exclusive, why are we 
talking about it? Well, because starting 
this month you’re going to be able to 
pick up the same bike down at your 
local KTM dealer, in orange flavor, 
rather than blue. It will be a standard 
1998 model, part of the line, and 
priced proportionally to the rest of the » 
‘98 machines. There will be some 
minor changes; the ‘98 model will ғ 
have 45mm forks rather than the huge ! 
50mm tubes on the LE, and other little 
bits are likely to be slightly different (at 
this point we honestly don’t know). 
The one thing for sure is that the 
engine is going to be the same, and 
right there is a good reason to party. 

The Motor’s What’s Happening 

The 200 E/XC shares 
* the same bottom end 
' with the new 125 engine. 
This engine has been in 
the works at KTM R&D 
for possibly the past eight 
years. Many moons ago the 
R&D department started hear- 
ing all the KTM riders crying 
that they wanted a new 125 
engine, and at the same time 
they knew that a 200cc engine 
would be eagerly snapped up 
by the American market, at 
least. Trouble was, the only 
175/200 bottom end they had 
was а non-primary kick 
шин dinosaur left over from the 

Cenozoic Era, and they knew 

their existing 125cc bottom 

end couldn't handle the 
torque from the 200cc top end. Clearly a 
new-generation 125/200cc bottom end 
(crankcase and transmission) was needed, 
50 they set about designing it. 

Folks wonder why it took so long, but the 
KTM folks do things in their own time. A 
very big project taking up R&D time back 
then was development of the four-stroke 


6240 Box Springs Blvd., Unit E, Riverside, CA 925 


Orders: 800-237-9906 


Info: (909) 653-7720 Fax: (909) 653- 


Tommy Morton started racing a 200 LE at the Central 
Vermont hare scrambles, and had an impressive first ride. 





engine, and KTM's slip into bankruptcy and 
subsequent change of ownership a few 
years back didn't help speed things along. 
Also, as often as the KTM engineers had a 
prototype in hand it seemed the rules 
changed—now we want a right-side kick 
(which they were opposed to), here's a new 
design for a power valve, and so on. Add to 
that the plain fact that KTM can't afford to 
release something that might be fundamen- 
tally flaved, and you get eight long years of 
development time. 

The finished product certainly does work 
well, though. The engine is indeed a right- 
side kick, signaling the end of any left-side 
kick KTM two-strokes. It is also left side 
drive, which is a little different for KTM. The 
clutch is completely new, and hydraulically 
actuated as well. The clutch master cylinder 
is a nifty little lever/reservoir combination 
that is so unobtrusive most people don't 
even notice the new plumbing, and 
although the clutch pull is fairly soft, it's not 
goofy-soft like the hydraulic clutch on the 
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Gas-Gas. There’s a new design power valve 
on the 200 E/XC as well. 

None of the specifications mean anything 
if the engine doesn’t work right, and we’re 
here to tell you we rode it, and man does it 
work right. Long ago the KTM engineers 
pledged that if they built a 200, it wasn’t 
going to be any kind of namby-pamby 200, 
and they met their goal. Norton said it best, 
“Т finished putting the bike together, poured 
some gas into it, and decided to run it down 
the street in front of my house just to see if 
it ran. When I gassed it a couple of times, I 
felt no acceleration, and 1 thought ‘Oh no, 
the clutch is slipping...’ but when 1 turned 
around to head back to the garage to check 
it out, I saw two fifty-foot black strips on the 
road, one after the other. It wasn’t slipping 
the clutch, it was spinning the rear tire—on 
the asphalt!!” 

When we rode the bike, our first impres- 
sion was that KTM had no need to build a 
250 any more. The 200 pulls fairly hard 
from the bottom, not really as strong as the 
250, but much more so than any other 200 
out there. The midrange power is surpris- 
ingly intense, but much smoother than 
you’d imagine—there’s not a big, arm-jerk- 
ing hit in the midrange. Then, if you have 
room enough to hold the throttle wide 
open, the 200 revs out to an uncivilized 
scream, just like a 125. It feels like a weak 
250; like a 250 with worn rings. It’s nothing 
like a peaky 125, and there’s plenty of 
power for any situation you're going to find 
on eastern trails. 

This could be the perfect dirt riding motor. 
Certainly, anybody who now rides a 200 is 
going to love it, and it'll pull its share of 125 


200cc engine is going to convert some 250 
owners as well, which KTM doesn't like to 
hear. They don't want to lose any of their 
250 customers! 

Well, they should have thought of that 
when they were making the 200 so blasted 
powerful. 

Chassis Happenings 

The thing that really convinces us that this 
200 will attract a lot of 250 riders is the 
weight. Seat of the pants, this 200 feels 25 
pounds lighter than the 250. And why not? 
Its built on a 125cc chassis. Norton 
weighed the bike on his bathroom scale, 
and came up with a weight of 220 pounds, 
full of gas and ready to ride. That's a whole 
lot better than the weight of our test '97 
250 E/XC, which tipped our scales at 244 
all set to go. On top of the light weight, the 
200 is narrow. When you're riding, the seat 
seems to come to a point underneath you, 
and it takes a little effort to grip the 
seat/tank junction with your knees. Folks 
who are bow-legged are going to have a 
hard time feeling this bike under them. 

When you get down low and look at this 
bike, the other thing you'll notice is the 
careful construction and attention to detail. 
KTMs have always been well-made, but with 
the 200 E/XC they've gone beyond what 
we've all come to expect. It shouldn't be 
too much of a surprise, because they had a 
brand-new engine, and the chance to build 
a brand-new frame for it. They did a really 
fine job. Nothing looks like it's tacked-on, 
everything is fitted perfectly. Everything, 
from the engine mounts to the way the alu- 
minum subframe is attached, appears to be 
detailed perfectly. 





We're only going to say this once: this is the fastest 
200 we've ever ridden. For a stock bike, the 200 EXC 
shows an incredible amount of potential. 


trick as well. This is the first KTM model to 
use the new PDS rear suspension system. 
With the PDS, there is no longer any linkage 
attached to the bottom end of the shock. 


riders as well. We're convinced that the The suspension system is really kind of Instead, the "rising rate" damping is all 





Custom Revalving 
Forks & Shock $259 


Exclusive Distributor of Ultra Products 
Fork and shock high/low adjusters 
Fork anti-bottoming system 
Fork internal bleed system 
Products fit most MX bikes 













| Shock Ultra Adjuster dials in plusb 
WW suspension while maintaining 
bottoming resistance. 







NOW AVAILABLE 
1997 CR250 
E < Anti-Bottoming 
& 8 System! 





Anti-Bottoming System eliminates fork bottoming 
æ independent of valving 
or adjusters. 


Fork Ultra Adjusters compensate for radical 
changes in terrain. 


“the adjustment range for 
extremes in track conditions 
and rider profiles was 
amazing.” 

Dirt Rider, Fork Ultra Adjuster 
test, November 1996. 





Internal Bleed System reduces fork 
oil fade by keeping the oil free of air. 
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12 Davidson Road, Colchester, CT 06415 800-867-6721 


Web Site nw3.nai.net/~ccycle 
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All new 200cc/1255cc lower end is very finely fin- 
ished for a KTM, and seems very effective. Below: 
What could be more fun than a hydraulic clutch? 





accomplished with damper valving and a 
giant progressive-wound spring. On this 
bike there was an Ohlins shock, although 
we've heard that the '98s are going to come 
with a WP shock. Whatever, there are a 
number of advantages to the system, as 
long as it works. It saves weight, it improves 
ground clearance, it simplifies mainte- 
nance, and it's less expensive to build and 


AA 


HONDA. 


POTTSVILLE, PA. 


maintain—you know how much 
arms and bearings cost. 

How does it work? We don't know—"pret- 
ty good," is a good answer at this point, 
because the bike we rode was totally stock, 
and Norton had no information on what the 
rear sag should be, and there's probably a 
fair chance that it has to re-valved for New 
England anyhow, like everything else. We 
rode it in ignorant rocks, and the back end 
seemed a little stiff, but not nasty. Sorry, 
but this is the sort of thing we have to spend 
time with, and we spent no time with this 
bike. We do know, after spending a season 
riding the ATK 250, with its own link-less 
rear suspension, that such a system can 
work well, so we're not concerned. It'll be 
good, once everyone figures out how to set 
it up. Norton was leading the Central 
Vermont hare scrambles when he ran out of 
gas, so it must work pretty decent. 

(It’s very worthwhile to note that the link- 
less ATK suspension system is nothing at all 
like the KTM system, except in appearance. 
The KTM uses a radical new shock design 
with two separate pistons and two complete 
sets of valving, and it is designed specifical- 
ly to work with the PDS system only.) 

The forks on this 200 were the massive 
50mm Marzocchi Magnums, and there's 
nothing unusual about them. It's a little too 
much fork for this bike, in our opinion, and 
the '98 200s are going to come with 45mm 
forks, which will also cut the weight even 
further. 

The only negative we can come up with in 
such a short impression is the exhaust pipe. 
It seems huge and bulbous towards the 
front, and hangs kind of low. This may be a 


linkage 


for 2nd 


prime target for every big rock in the woods. 

The again, if you can ride it fast enough 

you'll fly over all the rocks, won't you? 
Test Bike? 

Spending a few short minutes riding the 
blue 200 wasn't enough, but it was plenty 
of time to convince us that we want one of 
these things for a test bike as soon as the 
orange ones are available. We have a sneak- 
ing suspicion that this is going to be the 
most popular bike in the KTM line-up in 
1998, and we also predict that they sell 
them all by April. IF we can get one, look 
for a full test some time this winter. Don't 
bother holding your breath for it; we already 
are. О 








Engine Type: 
Dieplacement: 
Bore/Stroke: 
Transmission: 
Gearing: 

Chain: 

Tank Capacity: 
Carburetion: 
Ignition: 

Forks: 

Suspension Travel: 
Front Brake: 
Front Tire: 

Rear Suspension: 
Suspension Travel: 
Rear Brake: 

Rear Tire: 

Seat Height: 
Wheelbase: 
Ground Clearance: 
Claimed Dry Weight: 


Suggested Retail Price: 


SPECIFICATIONS 
KTM 200 E/XC LE 


Liquid-cooled 2 stroke 
195cc 

64 X 60mm 

Six-epeed WR 

14/46 

Regina o-ring 

9 litere (2.4 gal.) 

Keihin 39mm D-slide 
Kokuean Digital, МОм lighting 
Marzocchi Magnum 5O 
300mm (11.8 in.) 
Hydraulic disc 

Michelin MP11 90/90X21 
Ohlins PDS 

340mm (13.4 in.) 
Hydraulic disc 

Michelin MP11 120/ӨОХЇӨ 
924mm (36.4 in.) 
1455mm (57.3 in.) 
381mm (15 in.) 

211.2 lbs. 

$6797 


WE HAVE ALL YOUR ACCESSORIES 
AT GREAT PRICES! 


POWERSPORTS 
Parts & Accessories for Motorcycles, ATVs and Jet Skis 


INGE GEL 


LM 


WE'VE GOT ALL THE BRANDS COVERED! 


609-719-1448 


OR FAX US AT 609-719-1451 


Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing, and please respect the 
environment. Obey the law and read your owner's manual thoroughly. 


TAKE AN XR400R HOME TODAY! 


CALL 
1-800-923-1717 


Parts, Sales, and Service 
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IPODS 


LOCATED IN CHERRY PLAZA AT THE BERLIN CIRCLE 


115 ROUTE 73 NORTH, BERLIN NJ 08091 


OPERATED BY 
GARY NOBLE 


“A Rider Who Knows What Riders Want” 








4217 | ’s LIGHTWEIGHT 
FOUR-STROKE 
саа 11511 17711724 
EXHAUST, MA 41718455 
BOTTOM END GRUNT AND 
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If you haven't already heard of the PERFOR- 
MAX EXHAUST SYSTEM it’s probably because this 
thumper exhaust makes a lot of power not noise. 
In fact, with its removable “QUIET CORE” insert the 
PERFORMAX meets most sanctioned off-road 
sound test requirements. 1 
It goes without saying, coming from. the 
performance exhaust experts at FMF Racing, the 
PERFORMAX really pumps out the horsepower. 
From increased bottom end snap to 
overall smoother power delivery 
SRI PERFORMAX brings your 
B thumper to life. 
The MAX’S tuneability | 
g allows you to run i 


Complete tuneability with it wide open, 
its unique Oval Disc System Fier 
and Quiet Core insert. competition 








; Lighter than stock aluminum oval 
mode or with shaped canister provides increased volume. 


the disc system as an approved ES P / 2 WW ( ы critical to enhancing bottom end torque 4 
spark arrestor for unlimited trail : | : d 
riding access. 





FMF Four-Stroke exhaust systems dominated the 
AMA "Sound of Thunder" National Championships 


The MegaMax is the full blown 
performance "big brother" to the PerforMax 
with its full reverse cone megaphone section. 


баг” 


"Feel The Power 





FMF Racing Inc « 25930 Belle Porte Avenue • Harbor City GA 90710 
ph 310 539,6884 fx 310 539.6605 © www.fmf racing.com 











NETRA Enduro Series Round Two 


New England 





Paul Milliken shows he’s still got the speed in Somers 


By Cheri Alix, photos by Jay Chittenden 


Somers, CT 6/8 
ne hundred eighty riders gathered at the 
Four Town Fair Grounds for the annual 

New England Championship enduro, hosted 
this year by the Rams, the Ramblers and the 
Springfield motorcycle clubs. The fair 
grounds contained the pits, sign up and 
tech inspection. The start, however was 
three miles down the road, requiring riders 
to head out at least 10 minutes before their 
scheduled time. Several riders lost points 
before they even started, due to the long 
sign-up lines and not knowing that the start 
wasn't at the fair grounds. But that was the 
only major obstacle encountered during the 
entire race. The weather was perfect, sunny 
and warm. It was a little dusty out on the 
wide open cart roads, but the woods were 
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Bryan Liebenthal roosted his Honda to the High 
Point B win. It was a great day for thumper riders! 





perfect for riding. 

The speed average for the entire event 
was 24mph with about a dozen resets. The 
actual ground miles for the day came to just 
under seventy miles. The first section was a 








The cure for your suspension problems. 
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grass track hare scrambles-style course, 
with several 180-degree turns. The track 
was extremely overgrown, making it dif- 
ficult to see the actual course. This was 
the section in which the top riders 
dropped most of their points. The fastest 
riders through the section were 
Link/Pirelli's Josh McLevy, Mont Fairfax, 
and James Kelly, all dropping only three 
points. Smith/Manchester Honda backed 
Milliken, Razee/Scott-sponsored Bill 
Drummey, Bob White and Kemp Stewart 
each dropped four points. 

The remainder of the race consisted of 
several road sections, dirt roads and 
whooped out, rocky trail. Much of the 
trail used in the event is in the state for- 
est, which only allows for specific sec- 


tions to be used by dirt bikes. The club (7 


did manage to cut a few new sections, 
allowing for less road travel than at pre- 
vious year's events. The trails were also 
run backwards from last year, leaving 
plenty of sharp-edged whoops and a few 
face slappers. These sections made it 
difficult to keep on time, especially at 24 
mph. Riders had to keep it pinned 
through the woods sections to make it 
through to each check even close to on 
time. 

By the half way point, McLevy had the 
lead by dropping only four points. Being 


a hare scrambler, McLevy is used to | 


holding it wide open. But he soon lost 


the lead in the second half, by running Ы 


hot into two checks, dropping ап extra 
four points, and knocking his final score 


to 15 and finishing eighth overall forthe | 


day. 


eighth check after zeroing all but the 
first check. The high speed sections in 
the final half slowed him down, drop- 
ping five points between the ninth and 


tenth checks. Stewart’s final score of | 


twelve earned him third overall. 

Bob White lost two points due to a few 
uphill crashes. “I had it pinned up a hill, 
going between two trees,” said White, 
“when the back end slid out, leaving me 


EXPERT OFF-ROAD SUSPENSION TUNING 


Our constant testing in eastern off-road conditions assures you of the best valving possible, 
including our exclusive anti-deflection front and multi-stage rear all terrain valving. 


Oil Change: $39.95 г Re-Valve: $119.95 (parts inc., forks or shocks) 
Quick turnaround * Free p/u or delivery to ECEA events 
Shipping containers available 
All Work Guaranteed e KYB, Showa, WP, Penske, Ohlins, Marzocchi 


We have the fix for the 50mm Marzocchi forks! 


SPRINGS • REBUILDS • PARTS • ACCESSORIES • TOTAL BIKE SET-UPS 
AUTHORIZED WHITE BROS & FOX DEALER 


314 Route 542 • New Gretna, NJ 08224 • (609)294-8703 • Fax (609)294-3168 





Kemp Stewart took over the lead at the | ® - 





Riding skill, guts, and close familiarity with the northern 


Connecticut trails helped Paul Milliken blast through the 
course to the number one spot for the day. 
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Four Stroke A rider Bill Drummey kept his XR400 singing, 
and finished with the High Point A award. 
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Second place В Vet rider Lance Brown wicks it up 
over a fast stretch of Somers cart road. 


nowhere to go but straight into a tree.” 
White managed to recover quickly after the 
incident, losing only one point at the next 
check. But he went down again in the sec- 
ond half the day, losing another point. His 
final score was thirteen, tying him with 250 
Expert rider James Kelly. White edged out 
Kelly for fourth place by seconds. 

The overall winner came down to Milliken 
and Expert class rider Bill Drummey on his 
Honda four-stroke. “I rode with Paul on the 
same minute and worked off of him,” said 
Drummey after the event. Milliken and 
Drummey kept the same scores for the 
entire event, with the second emergency 








New England Championship 3. Mike Corbeil Kaw 32 
Class Results 4. Shaun Pimental KTM 34 
Paul Milliken KTM 10 5. David Boudatt Kaw 54 
Overall Champion C Veteran 

Bill Drummey Hon 11  1.Chris Tsokalas KTM 37 
A High Point 2. Stephan Young 41 
Bryan Liebenthal Hon 24 3. Pete Rainone Hus 42 
B High Point 4. Don Zongol Hon45 
Rich Sagon Kaw 25 С Heavy 

C High Point 1. Paul Vasconellos Suz 47 
AA 2. Russ Armstrong KTM 

1. Paul Milliken КТМ 10 3. Scott Loring KTM 73 
2. Kemp Stewart — Hus 12 C Four Stroke 

3. Bob White CRE13  1.Thomas Smith Hon 33 
4. Jerry Madore Yam 14 2. Layne Derby Hon 36 
5. Josh McLevy Hon 15 3. Jim Robertson Hon 39 
Women 4. Doug Simone 39 

1. Heidi Landon Kaw42  CSenior 

2. Tami Preve KTM 64 1. Paul Silansky Kaw 35 
3. Paula Stewart КТМ 83 2. John Corliss KTM 43 
C Light 3. Mike Mumford Кам 43 
1. Ronald Smith CRE28 4. Charles Kennedy Suz 47 
2. Ryan McKenzie КТМ 28 Super Senior 

3 Scott Hoginski Ноп 29 1. Gordon Razee Hon 25 
4. John Desimone АТК 29 2. Tom Farley CRE 26 
C Bantam 3. Keith Goodell CRE 26 
1. Rich Sagon Kaw25 В Light 

2. Mike Ladouceur Kaw 30 1. Paul Piva Suz 26 


2. Glenn Arnold Suz 29 A Light 
3. Anthony Mazur КТМ 31 1. James Kelly Hus 13 


4. Alan Ross KTM 36 2. Mont Fairfax CRE 16 

B Bantam 3. Jason Myers 29 

1. Jeff Picard Suz36 A Bantam 

2. Mike Peristere Yam 47 1. Pete Tanner CRE 16 
3. Ken Besette Kaw 53 2. Кеуіп Howley КТМ 18 
4. Steve Mickels Кам 56 — 3. Stephen Antoniou Kaw 20 
B Veteran 4. Kevin Knott KTM 23 
1. Bill Riordan KTM 30 А Veteran 

2. Lance Brown Hon 33 1. Ken Robbins CRE 14 
3. Rob Royce KTM 33 2. Sam Fisher Hon 16 
4. Martin Griff 36 3. Fredrick Goldgerg Hon 18 
B Heavy 4. Tom Vella Hon 20 
1. George English KTM 32 5. Geoff Wurlitzer Hon 22 
2. Ryan Brown KTM 37 A Heavy 

3. James Copeland KTM 39 1. Dave Carlson, Jr. Hon 16 
B Four Stroke 2. Mike Zahansky KTM 18 
1. Bryan Liebenthal Hon 24 — 3. Mike Nash KTM 28 
2. Roman Buggle Hon 30 А Four Stroke 

3. Layne Dutlinger Kaw 41 1. Bill Drummey Hon 11 
4. Anthony Fabiano Hon 41 2. James Burns Hus 18 


5. Austin Jalbert ^ Hon 50 З. Richard Seymour 21 

B Senior 4. Kenny Zabrowski Hon 35 
1. Ken Davis Hon26  ASenior 

2. Bob Kammey Kaw29  1.James Smith CRE 20 
3. Bob Foster Hon 32 2. Roger Rodrique КТМ 24 
4. Peter Anania Kaw39 3. Irv Witkop KTM 25 








check being the deciding factor. Milliken’s 
winning score was 10 points with Drummey 
only dropping 11. Drummey not only fin- 
ished second overall but he also took the 
Expert class High Point. 

In the Amateur class, it was another four- 
stroke winning the class overall. Bryan 
Liebenthal took the win with a score of 24 
on his Honda. The next highest score was a 
26, which was earned by both a Senior 
rider, Ken Davis, and a 250 rider, Paul Piva. 

The Novices were pulled off before the 
final two checks, making for a shorter and 
more enjoyable event than NETRA's previ- 


Max Power Cylinders 
COMPOSITE CYLINDER REPAIR SPECIALISTS 


TWO STROKE CYLINDERS 
Head Repair 

Repair ring or detonation damage, performance mods too! $35 
Big Bore Kits 
Specializing in 150cc and 300cc kits, all inclusive $350-$400 
Porting by Eric Gorr 
Three power band choices, includes head and valve mods, $150 


FOUR STROKE CYLINDERS 





Big Bore Kits 

e XR400 Aluminum Sleeved 

Excellent heat transfer, minimal blow-by 
e KLX300 & 340 

Complete Wiseco Pro-Lite kits 

e Husaberg Upgrades 

* Ducatis too! 


FREE TECHNICAL INFORMATION WEB SITE 


ous enduro, which ran them for five hours 
through some of the nastiest terrain in New 
England. The top score at that event was a 
56. The top Novice rider at the New England 
Championship, by comparison, dropped 
only 25 points for the day. Rich Sagon was 
the winner, followed by Ronald Smith with a 
score of 28. Ryan McKenzie also dropped 
only 28 points but lost by emergency sec- 
onds. 

Kawasaki rider Heidi Landon took the win 
in the Women's division, followed by Tami 
Preve on her KTM. Paul Stewart finished in 
third. O 


Bookmark www.eric-gorr.com for the best technical information on dirt bikes. See Max Power's on-line catalog for details on services and prices. 
There are also helpful articles on engine rebuilding and tuning. Feel free to print any of the info and distribute it to your friends. 


MAX POWER CYLINDERS 


CALL 1-608-224-2524 


2315 SOUTH STOUGHTON RD., MADISON WI 53716 
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Wm. Phelan Memorial 


Starting the NETRA Junior Enduro season 





By Joanne Wozniak Motorcycle Club was sponsoring the Willie 
Phelan Memorial junior enduro. The club 
had worked very hard on the traditional 
parking area, making more room to park, 
and on the course and surrounding area. 
Springfield M.C. always works very hard on 
junior enduros, NETRA's premier venue for 
all our up and coming young riders. 

There was a fairly large turnout for this 
first event of the season. The Juniors lined 
up four in a row for the 9 a.m. start. There 
were 57 Juniors entered, ready for five laps 
of the course. The marked trail was roughly 
6.8 miles long, mostly dry, with some rocks 
sections and a couple of mud spots. 

After the first lap. Brian Sebben was lead- 
ing, with Jesse Berthiaume, Nate Kanney, 
and Drew Carpenter following close behind. 
The riders appeared to be riding at a steady, 
consistent pace. There were several 
changes among the top few riders, but 
going into the third lap it was still Brian 
Sebben leading, with Jesse Berthiaume 
: close behind. 

: "e oe After the fourth lap, Berthiaume slipped y 
Jesse Berthiaume was the Junior High Point winner past Sebben. When M ores ai over, rus Robert Langenbach attacks an uphill on the course. 
at the William Phelan Memorial. Berthiaume first, followed by Carpenter, Не took the Mini High Point for the day. 


Brimfield, MA 4/26 
t was a bright, sunny day on Saturday, 
April 26, in the town of Brimfield, 
Massachusetts, where the Springfield 
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Trust us, with 18 to choose from 
KTM has the bike you need to do the job. 


From 50ce to 620cc. Supercross, Motocross, Off-Road, Enduro, Cross 
Country or Dual Sport, KTM has the most extensive high-performance off- 
road lineup available. Check “em out at Cliff^s Cycles-they go fast! 


awasaki 
1997 MODELS ARE HERE! 


Outstanding Set-Up and Preparation 
for your 1997 KTM 
All Set-Ups include Full Protection Kit 
Huge Parts Inventory 
Serving the Off-Road Rider for 27 Years 


Unmatched Customer Service 


Easy Financing 
on your own Kawasaki Credit Card! 
Buy a "97 KX125 or KX250 
and receive a free parts package 


COME CHECK OUT THE NEW KDX220 & KLX300! 


Midtown Kawasaki 9- 


1864 Silas Deane Highway ET 
Rocky Hill, CT 06067 DUCATI 


Ħusaama  (860)721-0193 


UPS SERVICE NATIONWIDE • GIANT PARTS WAREHOUSE 


SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


BUILT FOR CHAMPIONS 


QUFF'$ 
CYCLES 


Cliff Frazee 
84 Rockwood Road (Route 115) 
Norfolk, MA 02056 (508)528-2936 
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Mini A class winner Adam Simcock buzzes through 
the woods on his СН80. 


Sebben, and Derek Phelps in fourth, in the 
Junior A class. Brian Wozniak was leading 
the Junior B class until the last lap of the 
course, when a sprocket snap ring broke 
and he headed for the pits. Repairs were 
made and he was back in the race, to final- 
ly finish fifth in the class. Mike Peristere was 
the winner of the Junior B class, with Scott 
Florence second, Josh Tucker third, and 
Joe Mullaney in fourth. 

There were only two riders signed up for 
the Mini A class. Robert Langenbach high- 
pointed the class, and Adam Simcock was 


LL И 


Drew Carpenter battled for the overall, but had to 
Settle for first place in the Junior A class. 


first. The Mini B class had 11 riders. Scott 
DeCosta came in first, Willie Rowe was sec- 
ond, TJ Swistro came in third for the day; 
Sean Mullaney was fourth, and fifth place 
was taken by Curran Orlowski. 

Three riders entered the Women's divi- 
sion. First place went to Bev Simcock, sec- 
ond was Stacey Edwards, and third went to 
Katie Koprowski. 

After the Junior event, the Springfield M.C. 
started the Nervous Novice event, an oppor- 
tunity for beginning riders and younger rid- 
ers to try out a trail course, often with par- 





Mike Peristere rode and steady and fast to win the 
Junior B division. 


ents riding along with their kids. Activities 
like this surely help to develop and keep the 
interest of our young riders. The proceeds 
from the Nervous Novice as well as the 
junior enduro help fund the William Phelan 
Memorial Scholarship, an award that is pre- 
sented each year to a graduating senior 
from Coventry High School, in Coventry, CT, 
who excels in the visual arts. A big thanks 
to the Springfield M.C. for all their work in 
this fine event. О 


SPECTRO OILS OF AMERICA 
P.0. BOX 208, BROOKFIELD, CT, U.S.A. 
203-775-1291 • FAX 203-775-8720 
1-800-243-8645 





Second Look 








By Mark Uth 


uffice it to say, the Trail Rider ‘97 KTM 
250EXC test bike is well broken in at this 
juncture. Since our initial story we’ve raced 
it in a bunch more enduros, and continued 
to trail ride it at the slightest hint of an 
excuse. As expected, it’s proved its mettle 
on every occasion, certainly more reliably 
than the pilot. However, never ones to be 
completely satisfied, we’ve also had oppor- 
tunity to test numerous trick aftermarket 
performance parts and factory recommend- 
ed setup tips over the interim. Here’s an 
update what’s hot for the ‘97 KTMs. 
Mo Flywheel Stuff 
Riding the 250 sans flywheel weight in the 
sand lands, our initial thoughts were that the 
OEM flywheel weight would spend a lot of time 
gathering dust in the garage. However, after 
racing the KTM in the rocks at this year’s Ridge 
Run enduro and the snotty conditions of the 
NETRA opener, John Monahan enduro, it’s 
become apparent that the extra 12+ ounces of 
weight could be useful under certain condi- 
tions. 
Reattaching the weight is a cinch, provided 


CYCLES 


1997 KTM 250 Hop Ups 


Living with the 250E/XC, and learning. 


the proper sized fasteners are available. 
Chances are the stock bolts were bungered up 
during the disassembly process (ours came out 
with a cold chisel). Not surprisingly, the need- 
ed high strength M6 X 14mm flat socket hex 
head (counter sunk) machine screws are not 
commonly found in hardware or automotive 
parts stores. More than likely a specialty fas- 
tener supply house will need be contacted, like 
AAA Metric Supply of Denver, Colorado. AAA 
stocks a full line of metric fasteners, including 
grade 10.9 (high strength), type DIN 7991 flat 
socket hex head machine screws in various 
lengths and accepts mail orders via a toll free 
number for general sales, (800)254-027 1, ext. 
12. 

We also investigated Mansson Technologies’ 
titanium fasteners which are distributed by 
Stick-Em Ор of Pleasanton, California, 
(510)426-1040. Kirk Kusich at Stick-Em Up 
steered us to a trick domed flat socket hex 
head bolt designed for brake rotor applica- 
tions. The Mansson Technologies bolt offers 
two advantages. First, the titanium has a slight- 
ly higher strength (around 10% higher) than a 
grade 10.9 (high strength) metric fastener. 
Even more importantly however, the domed 
flat socket hex head has a bit more grip area 


‘98 YZ’s are here! 


0 Down 
0 Interest 


0 Payments until April 1998! 
on ‘98 YZ80, 125, 250 


“98 YZ400F 4/5 
Delivery in Dec. 
Limited Availability, 
Reserve Yours Now! 


wooo ws 


‘97 Bike “нэн 
Suzuki 
‘97 DR350SE $3899 
‘97 DR200 $3289 
‘97 DR650 $4499 
Yamaha 
‘96 RT100 $1649 
‘97 PW50 $1099 
‘97 PW80 $1399 


Rt. 9, Bennington, VT 05201 
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Kawasaki 
‘97 KDX200 $3749 
‘97 ZX-9 $8799 
KTM 
‘96 KTM SXR Pro $1495 
‘96 KTM 360MXC $4695 ‘96 KTM 125EXC $3495 
‘96 KTM 360EXC $4795 
‘97 KTM SXR Pro Jr. Call 


Used Armor 
‘95 KX125 $2695 
‘95 RM250 $3295 

“97 XR70 $1299 
‘95 DS80 $1199 


(Mint, orig. tires) 


OPEN SUNDAYS 10-2 (802)447-8606 





We found some excellent titanium fasteners for the 
flywheel, making it easy to take it on and off. 
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NEVADA MOTORCYCLE ADVENTURES 
“Does a great job of taking you 
way out into the outback of 
Nevada.” 
“A good bargain if you shop 
around for tours.” 
“A guaranteed good time!” 
(Paul Clipper, Trail Rider Magazine, Spring Tour 7/96) 
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en -4580 
































SONE с ast ik 


We installed a set of Sidewinder sprockets and 
chain, since they're without a doubt the best in the 
mud. And we have plenty of mud to ride in! 


for the hex wrench than a pure flat head, pro- 
viding better resistance to head stripping at the 
hands of your 4mm Allen wrench. Clearance 
for the domed flat head fastener is okay, and 
the needed M6 X14 size was readily available. 
The only drawback was cost—the titanium fas- 
teners are considerably more expensive than 
their steel counterparts, priced in excess of $3 
per bolt (four required).. 

In either case, be sure to check the bolt 
clearance inside the flywheel once the weight 
is reattached. Stock bolts were measured to be 
approximately 15mm in length, although we 
found that the commonly available 14mm long 
bolts to work just fine (read: no internal inter- 
ference and no trimming required). When rein- 
stalling, we used blue Loctite, assuming that 
we'll be taking them in and out on a regular 
basis. Should a permanent installation be 
desired, red Loctite would be the ticket. 

Yet more ignition tidbits. KTM's Mike Rosso 
says that the Kokusan ignition can be adapted 
to fit older KTMs, originally supplied with SEM 
ignitions (although we can't imagine a stock 
KTM ignition selling cheaper than replacement 
PVL units). It seems that the '97 flywheel bolts 
right up and the stator plate can be modified to 
fit by re-drilling the mounting holes to match 
the older cases. We haven't had the chance to 
confirm this yet, but it surely sounds simple 
enough. 

Timing 

The new Kokusan-equipped KTMs come with 
production marks in the stator plate and 
engine cases to be used for checking ignition 
timing. The production mark notches on the 
stator and engine case are found near the 12 
o'clock position of the stator plate and may be 
aligned for proper timing without having to 
remove the flywheel. When aligned, this corre- 
lates to a timing specification of 17? BTDC 
(before TDC) or if you prefer, 1.9mm BTDC 
(250). Timing spec for the 500/560 is 2.0mm 
BTDC. 

It is somewhat difficult to actually measure 
this specification, since there's no alignment 
hole in the stator and flywheel as with earlier 
KTM ignitions. As a result, you have to eye-up 
one of the edges of the raised sensor plate on 
the flywheel with the pickup sensor that is bolt- 
ed onto the stator plate. Mike Rosso, of KTM 
East, aligns the junction of the trailing edge of 
the raised flywheel sensor plate with the lead- 
ing edge of the pickup sensor mounted on the 
stator plate (excluding the pickup bracket). 
Eric H., of KTM West, uses the leading edge of 
the raised sensor plate with the trailing edge of 
the pickup sensor. While it might sound 
strange that two factory mechanics don't fol- 
low the same procedure, the truth is that the 
sensor plate and pickup are roughly the same 
size, equating to nearly an identical specifica- 
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PUT IT ON... 


Leftover Specials: 

‘96 Husaberg FE501E $6199 
‘96 Husaberg FE350 $5499 
‘96 Husky 410WXE $4999 

‘96 Husaberg FE350E $5999 

‘96 KTM Duke $7599 


‘97 Husaberg 400 and 501, 
Enduro, Electric, and MX 
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216 N. King St., Rt. 5 
Northampton, MA 
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Larry Roeseler 


“| started using the KEV-CO/STUBBS 
5100 last year in the Baja 1000 and 
have used it every race since. The belt 
provides better support and comfort 
than anything else I've tried.” 


For a dealer near you 


CALL (800) 223-1713 


A REVOLUTION 
IN KIDNEY SUPPORT 
» Created by specialists with 25 years + 
experience in manufacturing superior 
orthopedic support products. 
¢ High quality, medical elastic designed 


for the ultimate in comfort and support. 


* Vented elastic back for increased 
air flow and maximum compression. 
* Unique double-pull tension straps. 


The Choice of Champions! 
No other belt offers this level 
of comfort and support 


WORN BY ISDE STARS: 
* Stephane Peterhansel 
* Team Italy 

* Kari Tiainen 

* Paul Edmondston 

* Ty Davis 

* Larry Roeseler 

* Rodney Smith 

* Kevin Hines 


KEV-CO/STUBBS RACING 


4518 Vanowen St., Burbank, CA 91505 
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tion. We measured our 25055 tim- 
ing from the factory using the 
above procedure and a dial indica- 
tor, finding it to be near spot-on the 
factory recommended 1.9mm 
BTDC position. Note that the fly- 
wheel spins CCW when the motor 
runs, therefore moving the stator 
plate CCW retards the timing, while 
moving the stator plate CW 
advances the timing. 

We've been chasing a detonation 
problem with our '97 250, as the 
bike has insisted upon a steady 
diet of CAM2 to keep it happy and 
quiet. As a result we tried retarding 
the ignition timing, eyeing up the 
hash marks on the stator 
plate/engine cases and rotating the 
stator plate CCW to effect a couple 
degrees of retarded ignition. This 
cured our detonation problems, 
and now the bike sings on plain 
old premium pump fuel. 

Exhaust Treatments 

Rick Daly at Dyno Port sent us out some 
pipes and silencers to try out on the '97 KTM. 
In our earlier story on the bike, we noted that 
a freer flowing silencer produced better power, 
and as a result we stuck with a hybrid KTM MX 
silencer with good results. Dyno Port's menu of 
exhaust treatments included a nickel plated 
Torque Pipe (suggested retail $199), Big Core 
Barker MX silencer (s/r $99) and the new Big 
Core Shorty Spark Arrestor silencer/spark 
arrestor (s/r $ 1 59). The BC Spark Arrestor is an 
especially trick product that combines a forest 
service approved, turbine type spark arrestor, 
with a short, compact, free-flowing silencer to 
produce forest legal, MX-like performance 
without excessive noise. All of our exhaust 
testing was done with the heavy flywheel 
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We liked the со 


Lee 


weight removed. 

The Dyno Port nickel plated torque pipe fits 
great, goes on easy and provides the great per- 
formance you'd come to expect from Dyno 
Port and Rich Daly, an avid KTM rider himself. 
Differences between the Dyno Port pipe and 
the stocker are subtle to seat of the pants type 
testing, however, we're sure that lab testing on 
a dyno would find a stronger bottom end with 
the Dyno Port torque pipe over the stocker. In 
the saddle, there's slightly more grunt right off 
the bottom, and otherwise just good smooth 
power right across the entire RPM range. No jet- 
ting changes were required. 

Silencer installation uses the stock silencer 
mounting hardware and grommets. A two posi- 
tion mounting scheme is an improvement over 
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mbination of Dyno Port's torque pipe and Big Core Spark Arrestor, a 
good choice for legality as well as power. The sound output isn't bad either. 


the (single mounting point) KTM 
MX stocker we've been using, 
reducing the likelihood of the 
silencer rattling loose (as ours did 
at the Pine Hill enduro). The Dyno 
Port Big Core Barker silencer 
seems to mirror the performance 
of any free flowing silencer, our 
stock KTM MX silencer included, 
providing good all around power 
4 with a stronger midrange bias. A 
bonus, the thrifty Dyno Port design 
; produces a silencer that weighs a 
- pound ог so less than the extruded 
aluminum KTM MX silencer, and 
easily several pounds less than the 
EXC stocker. 

Surprisingly, the Big Core Spark 
Arrestor silencer/spark arrestor 
provides a noticeably different 
“sz power output, more suited to 
woods riding. In head to head test- 
ing, the BC Spark Arrestor unit pro- 
vides a tangible increase in boost 
right off the bottom, a needed 
surge for lofting the front end over woods 
obstacles. Sound output is more than the 
stock EXC silencer, however comparable to all 
of the other free flowing silencers that we tried. 
Summarizing heft issues, the lightest option is 
the BC Barker silencer, while surprisingly, the 
Dyno Port BC Spark Arrestor silencer/spark 
arrestor weighs in a tad less than the OEM KTM 
MX unit. Obviously the stock EXC 
silencer/spark arrestor is the heaviest of the 
lot, but it’s also the quietest. As with previous 
years, keep an eye on your pipe hangers, as 
the stock pipe vibration isolator-hangers on 
our ‘97 KTM failed prematurely. 

Intake Tricks, Reeds and Jetting 

As the weather's warmed up, the jetting 

reported in our original KTM story (developed 


THE NORUMBEGA TRAIL RIDERS ONCE AGAIN PROUDLY PRESENT THE 


AMMONOOSUC RIVER 


Sunday, Sept 7, 1997 -- 


TURKEY RUN 


North Haverhill, NH Fair Grounds 


110 Miles of the best riding anywhere. 


e Registered Bikes Only 


€ Arrowed from Routes 1 91, 5 & 12 


ә Singles $20, Doubles $25 
® Sign-ups 7:30 AM 
e Start 8:30 АМ 


* Large Camping Area - Rest Rooms 
ө NO Fires - NO Hookups 
® NO Yo-yo's 


Participation Pins - Trophys 
NETRA SANCTIONED 


For Information, call Trail Boss 
KEN CHACE 603-672-3153 
RAY ELLIS 508-838-2224 


ADEQUATE MEDICAL INSURANCE IS THE RIDER'S RESPONSIBILITY CANADIAN BILLS DISCOUNTED 30% 
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during our cold weather testing segment) 
began to get a little fat. To clean things up, we 
leaned out fuel delivery, settling on a 45 pilot 
(no change), 170 main (down from a 175), 
N85C needle (stock needle) in the third groove 
from the top. KTM’s Mike Rosso confirmed 
these settings, and further suggested going a 
notch leaner on the needle (second groove 
from the top). In this jetting configuration, 
combined with previously mentioned timing 
adjustments, the bike continues to run fine on 
both race fuel and pump gas, or anything in 
between, the spark plug electrode exhibiting a 
nice tan insulator color. Naturally, all jetting 
and associated performance impressions are 
for the scoot sans airbox lid. As usual, we 
ditched the airbox cover early on, although we 
probably forgot to mention it in our earlier 
report. 

A considerable amount of time has been 
spent recently testing several aftermarket 
intake reed systems, yielding additional means 
for wringing more punch out of the KTM mill. 
Aktive Reeds, manufactured in Naples, Italy, 
and distributed by Tucker Rocky, tout several 
unique reed configurations designed for the 
KTM, each of which provide performance gains 
over the conservative minded stockers, and 
the capability to tune performance according 
to riding preferences. All Aktive reeds are used 
with stock reed cage and reed stops, and right- 
fully claim superior form, fit, and function. 
Additionally, advanced manufacturing tech- 
niques and space age materials are reputed to 
provided this enhanced performance without 
sacrifice of reliability or longevity. Aktive’s 
main man Al Carr sent us two types of reeds 
for the KTM, which we swapped in and out, 
back-to-back, without making other perfor- 
mance changes. For a control, the 250 KTM 
was equipped with a Dyno Port nickel plated 
torque pipe, BC Spark Arrestor silencer/spark 


Videos $19.95 each 
A great look back at the top 
pros doing battle! 

National Enduros ‘96 
National Trials ‘96 


Long Life Wheel 
Spacers 

Anodized aluminum with a 
steel sleeve where the seal 
rides. Durable! $30.75 pair 
CR-YZ-KX-RM-KTM 
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We didn’t expect much difference from just reeds, 
but Aktive makes a set of carbon reeds that make 
the bike wildly responsive. We're doing more testing 
with reeds, and we'll report more in the future. 


arrestor, and the above jetting specifications. 
In order to make any performance improve- 
ments more pronounced, the Katoom's fly- 
wheel weight was refitted, making the bike 
sluggish and quite hard to get on-the-pipe. 
The first reed tested was Aktive's Vented 
Reed, a dual petal (single upper, single lower), 
two stage design comprised of a thick vented 
lower petal and lighter weight solid upper petal 
cut from Aktive's special glass material. The 
Vented Reed is sold as an OEM replacement 
that provides a smooth power delivery with 
modest performance gains across the RPM 
range. We found this to be pretty close to the 
mark. With the stock reed (and flywheel weight 
reinstalled) the KTM reverted to the bad man- 


ners of being difficult to get onto the pipe in 
high traction, open terrain sections. Repeated 
stabs of the clutch lever would eventually get 
things going, but not without being left in the 
dust like a pit squid on a DT125. 

With the Aktive Vented Reed, things get going 
quicker than the stocker, but certainly not as 
quick as with the flywheel removed, and in our 
books, still not quick enough (recall that we 
prefer to race the KTM without the flywheel 
weight). If you're happy with the stock, weight- 
ed flywheel performance or race the bike with- 
out the flywheel weight, then the Vented Reed 
is a great replacement choice that'll outlast any 
OEM replacement and provide a mild perfor- 
mance gain to boot. However, if you're itching 
for more go, then the Aktive Multi-Frequency 
Carbon Reeds, our second test specimen, is 
your ticket to roost nirvana. 

The Multi-Frequency (MF) Carbon reed is a six 
petal design (three upper, three lower), with a 
two piece, geometrically designed petal stiff- 
ener. The carbon fiber material from which the 
main petal is cut is a highly guarded secret in 
Naples. Reputed to provide more punch, the 
MF Carbon did that and more. Now, rather than 
waiting for the motor to spool up, the bike 
launches out of turns, up and over jumps with 
abandon. Not expecting such a marked 
improvement in the low-to-midrange transition, 
the first couple of times the throttle was twist- 
ed nearly resulted in the bike running out from 
under a very surprised test rider. Performance 
with the MF Carbon reed (flywheel weight 
installed) rivals, or perhaps even exceeds that 
of the same motor sans flywheel weight. 

We can only guess how the MF Carbon 
equipped Katoom would run without the 
weighty flywheel, perhaps like some sort of 
Teutonic CR250. The catch with the MF Carbon 


(Continued to page 34) 


ISDE Rimlock Nuts 
Three spins and it's off. 
Fits all rimlocks. $14.95 set 


Multimaster Tool 
Includes 1/4-inch drive for 
sockets, great trailside 
emergency tool. $59.95 


MasterCard) 





Same Day Shipping! W.E.R. • (908)637-6385 • Box 279A Jenny Jump Ave., * Great Meadows, NJ 07838 
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NETRA Hare Scrambles Round Six 








By Cheri Alix, photos by Paul Clipper 


Union, CT 7/29 
he lack of rain for several months had 
left the Union track extremely dusty. A 
consortium of clubs, the Springfield M.C., 
the Ramblers, and the Rams, had spent 
many weeks bulldozing the real nasty sec- 
tions and clearing rocks. The finished six- 
mile course, once infamous for being a 
giant single-track rock garden, had become 
mostly two track gravel roads with a few 
whooped out sections and silty pine groves. 
But there was still plenty of rock, and one 
thing still remained: the waterhole, which 
has been known to drown out many a rider. 

With the starting area limited to an access 
road, the Connecticut State begins with a 
Blackwater-style start. Each four-person line 
starts at five second intervals, with a one 
minute gap between classes. This year the 
course was run backwards, with the riders 
coming around the back of the pond, giving 
them time to spread out instead of running 
straight into the waterhole right off the line. 

As usual the Juniors ran first with some 
heavy competition between Drew Carpenter 
and Derek Phelps. The two riders stayed 
within fifteen seconds of each other the 
whole race. Phelps held the lead for the first 
two laps with Carpenter taking command on 
the third lap, which he held until the end, 
edging out Phelps by only two seconds. Rob 
Rowe once again took the Mini class win 


Ken Valentine was the top dog in the A open class. 


28 Trail Rider 





McLevy racks up another tough win 


with over two minutes on second place 
Robert Langenback. In the Women's class, 
it was Sally Haber taking the class win and 
being the only rider in her class to complete 
all four laps. In the Novice 
event, it was Joshua Beebe on 
his Honda 250 beating out the 
158 rider field for the Novice 
High Point. 

The main event got underway 
around 1:30 p.m., with the first 
five rows reserved for the AA 
class. KTM/Sunstar/Dunlop’s + 
Tom Norton, Goat/Scott/Tech 
Tube’s McLevy and 
Steahly/Acerbis backed PJ 
Peculis all lined up on the front ^ 
row. The second row had 
Patrick Timothy, Dave Gunn | 
and Art Menzel. | 

Peculis was first off the line, 
but didn’t get 75 feet before | 
his front tire washed out and 
he crashed, landing under his 
bike. Norton skidded to a stop 
wedging his bike between 
Peculis’s rear fender and tire. 
McLevy just missed the pile-up 
skidding off to the left. 

Barreling down on the two rid- 
ers was the next starting row. : 

^| turned around to stop | 
everyone from running us over 
in the dust,” said Norton, “And 
all I saw were three bikes skid- 
ding sideways heading 
right for us.” 

Luckily everyone skid- 
ded off into the woods 
and made it around the 
two but now Norton and 
Peculis were back into fifth 
and tenth place. 

This wasn't the only near 
disaster the riders would 
encounter on the first lap. A 
trail was routed around a sec- 
tion called Suicide Hill for the 
Novice event run earlier in 
the day. The barrier to cut off 
this trail wasn't put in place. 
Not noticing the other set of 
arrows pointing towards 
Suicide Hill, McLevy, Timothy 
and Norton all took the long ~ 
route along with at least twen- @ 
ty Expert riders. Randy * 
; McCann, Jason Cayer, and 
several other riders all fol- 
lowed the correct course. 
McCann and McLevy were the 
first two riders to come out at 
the connecting point missing 
each other by inches. 
Timothy and Norton both saw 
the incident and slammed on 
the brakes just in time to 
miss Cayer coming down the 
hill. 


one” 
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The agony of defeat: When you hit the water crossing too hot, 
with your weight too far forward, and your engine bogs...well, 
you'd better be wearing a life vest rather than a chest protector! 


CONNECTICUT STATE 


The section was finally ribboned-off by the 
next lap, preventing any further mishaps. By 
the end of the first lap, McCann, who had 
started on the third row was out in front, fol- 


Randy McCann and Josh McLevy stayed exactly this far apart through 
most of the race. Josh got a nose in front by the end, though. 








lowed by McLevy and Cayer in third. 
Timothy was back ten seconds in fourth fol- e MORE BIKES! * MORE PARTS! 


lowed by Norton and Peculis. The second ° COMPLETE SUSPENSION SERVICE! 


lap remained the same, with no rider able 1 I 
to pull any time on the pack. But the third 98 Models Here Now! 


lap proved a different story. Check our low prices on '97s! SPORTMOTORCYCLES 
McCann slid out in a berm, allowing 
McLevy to get by on the outside. Timothy VINTAGE PENTONS AND PARTS —CALL BARRY! 


also moved aside to let Norton by. It was 


now McLevy, McCann, Cayer and Norton ай Our 13th straight year as... 
pushing out in front. By the end of the lap, 


the four riders had put over forty seconds A EVE [= Ri CA'S LA RG Е 51 
on fifth place Timothy, and no one was let- 
ting up. 

"| knew I had to put some time on McCann © [= LLI A G KTM D EALE R? 
before we pitted at the end of the fourth 


lap,” said McLevy after the race. “I just —— ^ е Ч I 
pushed it as hard as I could to get away." At Limited '97 KTM Jackpiner 200 in stock! 
the end of the fourth lap, McLevy had the fif- Used Parts 1/2 Price! 





teen second lead on McCann that he need- Discountiprourams ап 
ed. Cayer was still holding onto third place [Ш® ЕГ parts and хон, 
a Fast UPS Service 
Conn State Hare Scramble 4. John Morrison Hon E I 
Josh McLevy Hon 5. Eric Poirot Hon verywhere! 


Overall Champion Novice Senior sal 
Brian O'Neill 1. Раш Saquette Кам 11 (503 { { We 8820 Bright Star Road Гуя 
A High Point 2. Mark Jolley Kaw АХ Douglasville GA 30134 

John Brown KTM 3. Tim Sylvester Yam а 

B High Point ан Phone (770)920-1371 • Fax (770)920-9198 
Joshua Beebe Hon 5. Paul Phelps KTM 

C High Point Amateur 250 

AA 1. Steve Deyo Suz 

1. Josh McLevy Hon 2. Dave Clark Hon 


2. Randy McCann Kaw 3. Greg Watuta SALES, TESTING AND SERVICE FOR 
3. Jason Cayer CRE 4. Everett Maynard, Jr. 
4. Patrick Timothy Kaw 5. Jason Barrett 


PVL PERFORMANCE 


5. Jerry Madore Yam Amateur 200 





Junior 1. Jim Senecal Kaw AND 
1. Drew Carpenter Suz 2. Lionel Asselin, Jr. Hon E LECTRON ! € S 
- MOTOPLAT IGNITION 
2. Derek Phelps KTM 3. Eric Rougeau Yam IMPORTER AND DISTRIBUTOR 
3. Boyd Bower Yam 4. Brian Wozniak Kaw 
4. Mike Peristere Yam 5. David Popielski Кам 
5. Brian Sebben Yam Amateur Veteran 
Mini 1.LaneLongo Suz PERFORMANCE RACING IGNITIONS 
1. Rob Rowe Kaw 2. Bob White CRE 
цэг, 1 Wn Wm КА Applications For Most Single Cylinder 2-Stroke Engines 
3. Will Rowe Kaw 5. Gerald Grundriam Hus Available in Analog and Digitally Controlled [М 
| Pran hoguen non Amaan Open n Advance and Retard Circuits motoplat 
. Adam Simcoc on . John Brown 
Women 2. Steven Skeppard KTM i 1 V 
1. Sally Haber Юн 3; DOH Mosher KTM | Available Through Your Local Dealership | 
2. Pam McCann Kaw 4. Dan Hayes KTM 1115 Milan Avenue, Amherst, Ohio 44001 Ph: 216-988-4474 Fax: 216-988-4476 
3. Heidi Landon Kaw Amateur Four Stroke 
4. Susan LaFlamme Kaw 1. Gus Bender Hon 
Novice 250 2. Tom Mooney Hon 
1. Joshua Beebe Hon Amateur Senior 
2. Eric Coole Kaw 1. Larry Piers Yam 
3. Steve Keeskes Kaw 2. ChriFahan | Hon "|f you want th best "m (R250 Suspension we have ever tested, ти is it. 
4. Michael Serrilla Yam 3. Gerald Labelle Kaw l k li ifi E 
5. ChrisLa Rosa Kaw 4 Robert Santheson Yam On the track compliance was magniticen 
Novice 200 Super Senior | 
1, Ryan Jump Kaw 1. David Verdetto These Forks Work!" 


2. Richard Lessard Kaw Ехрей 250 
3. Richard Merrill Kaw 1. Brian O'Neil 
4. Andre Cushing Кам 2. Charles Timothy Hon 





5. Jeff Ducharme Kaw 3. Jeff Staples Hon 
Novice 125 4. Kris Mooney Yam 
1. Brian Pirro Kaw 5. Bruce Yuill Yam 


2. Kevin Kessler Hon Expert 200 

3. Tony Muschello Kaw 1. Steve Formanek Kaw 
4. Mark Wailonis Kaw 2. Shawn Mason Yam 
5. Mike Wozniak Kaw 3. Denny Anderson Kaw 


Novice Veteran 4. Brett Costello Yam 
1. Raymond Crane, JrKaw 5. Hans Neff KTM 
2. William Kelly, Јг Hon Expert Veteran 

3. Jefferey Grant Hon 1. Russell Bain Hon 


4. James Menard Yam 2. Scott Raymond Kaw 
5. Michael Litwin Kaw 3. Peter Antinarelli Hon 
Novice Open 4. Kenneth Held 

1. Chris Panzella Hon Expert Open 

2. Steve Ostergard Hon 1. Ken Valentine KTM 
3. Roger Crandall ^ Hon 2. Jim Simcock KTM 











4. Mike Bradruy KTM . 3. Josh Hackett Hon : 2 

5. Lorne Goralnik Hon Expert Senior : e 800-221- 7560 
Novice Four Stroke 1. James Simone Kaw : www.factoryconnection.com 
1. Jon Thompson Hon 2. John Dunn Kaw 

2. Jim Walsh Hon 3. Steve Wilcox Suz 

3. Bill Reiss Suz 
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but back another thirty seconds. Norton never got to finish the 
fourth lap, having his third mechanical failure in as many races. 

It was now Timothy in fourth place with Expert Open rider Ken 
Valentine close behind. Peculis had moved up into sixth place, but 
would end up dropping out on the fifth lap. 

The final four laps were down to McLevy and McCann. 

“1 knew I had enough distance between us once I didn't hear 
McCann's bike anymore." stated McLevy "I just kept my pace and 
didn't think about the heat. Just tried to stay cool." 

His strategy worked, and by the end of the fifth lap McLevy had 
put a minute on McCann which he continued to increase, taking the 
checkered flag with a two minute lead. Cayer hung it out for third 
place, finishing back another minute. Valentine had been in con- 
tention for third overall until his bike seized going into the final lap. 
Valentine had to settle for first place in the Expert Open class. 
Rounding out the top five were Steahly-backed Timothy and Jerry 
Madore. 

In the Expert 200 class, it was an all out battle between Steve 
Formanek and Brian Lawson. The two riders continued trading 
places, never allowing the other rider to get more than five seconds 
ahead until the fourth lap, when Lawson did a horrendous endo. His 
bike was totaled, but luckily he only needed a few stitches above 
his left eye. Formanek went on to win the class and finished ninth 
overall. Finishing just ahead of Formanek was Expert 250 rider 
Brian O'Neill. O'Neill took the Expert Class High Point and eighth 
overall. 

GP Racing/Maier Plastic's Russell Bain had to push his bike the 
last 100 yards of the seventh lap, through the waterhole to the bar- 
rels. He was unable to continue for the final lap, due to the fact that 
his rear tire was spinning off the rim, his clutch was smoked and his 
front tire was flat. He had to just sit and hope the leaders came 
around before anyone else in his class did. Luckily the rest of his 
class was lapped by the leaders, earning him the Expert Veteran 
class win. 

John Brown was able to get in all eight laps, taking the Amateur 
High Point and first place in the Open class, followed by Steven 
Skeppard. QO 


TOWN & COUNTRY CYCLE CENTER 
100 MAIN STREET SUSSEX, NJ 07461 


201-875-2111 


#1 КТМ DEALER IN THE 


NORTHEAST REGION! 


FOR ALL YOUR RIDING NEEDS, , 
KTM HAS A BIKE FOR YOU! „$ 


1997 MODELS 
MA IN STOCK 
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KIM YCLES 


Celebrating 25 Years of Service 1972-1997 
“Your Off Road Headquarters” 


* Enduro % Motocross 
9 Cross Country 9 Trials 
Full Line of the finest Parts 
& Accessories in Stock. 
9 Full Shop & Suspension Service 
% UPS Daily 
Rider Incentive Programs for all Levels 
Call for Info on €-Ti-? braces 
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Trail Rider 
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791 Flory Mill Road 
Lancaster, PA 17601 
(717) 569-5764 





| 1998 HUSKYS EXPECTED ANY DAY! | 


LEFTOVER MODELS AND CLEAN 
USED MACHINES IN STOCK! 


NEED HUSKY PARTS? 
NOT A PROBLEM! 


| WE HAVE ALMOST EVERYTHING | 


IN STOCK, OR WE CAN GET IT 
FOR YOU FAST! 


| MOREL'S HUSQVARNA 

1 899 E. WASHINGTON STREET 

| NORTH ATTLEBORO | 
| MASSACHUSETTS 09760 Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri 9—6 | 
1 (508)695-2061 Sat. 9—4 





Closed Sun & Моп | 
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ALL MAKES & MODELS! TANK, FORK, FRONT & REAR FENDERS, SWING ARM 
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$1399 
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Hologram 53599 
Reptile $219 
Anodized $249 
TurboFlow 52499 


AVAILABLE РОВ 
GR, KX, RM, & YZ 


ЭР” YOKOHAMA 
521... 540 


SEE 5 
100x18 $32.99 
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120x19 


Fe 
Simply the best for your bike. 
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Price 
$3599 
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$6999 


Size 
Elite 28-34 
Revolution 28-32 
AK7 28-32 
Logik 28-40 


HUGE SAVINGS! 
GRIPS 


SCOTT 
Oury 


NOW 5699 
NOW $599 


| Avra 


| CLASSICS Red or Black 


Reg, $2499 
LITES Red or Black 
Reg. $219 NOW 


NOW 51699 
$4299 


| CHAIN 


RK520 Orig. 
RK520 Std. 
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NOW 56599 
NOW $2499 
NOW 55999 
NOW $2999 
Regina 520 ORS NOW 5899 


PRE MIX OIL 

Golden Spectro МОМ $319 
Bel Ray МСТ. МОМ $33 
Bel Ray H1R NOW 5459 
Yamalube R NOW 5339 
Kawasaki K2R МОМ $319 
Maxima Super M NOW 5399 


KIDNEY BELTS 
MSR NOW $2999 
ANSWER ProForm NOW 51999 
Sinisalo NOW $3899 
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SPROCKET BARS 
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Loudon, NH 6/21-22 
he Merrimack Valley Trail 
Riders once again sponsored 

the annual New Hampshire 
Classic Charity Trail Ride to bene- 
fit the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 
The event has truly turned into a 
classic ride, and easily the most 
successful NETRA charity event to 
date. Since its inception, as the 
Leon Dube Memorial, the MVTR's 
annual ride has brought in 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


A great ride, and a great benefit to the CFF 


$435,000 to benefit CFF. This #: 43% 


year alone, the event raised 
$34,000 over the two-day week- 
end, and drew 270 riders up to 
New Hampshire 
Speedway for the start. 

The MVTR celebrated their 25th 


anniversary this year, but they ad 


can’t claim all the success for the 
NH Classic. Club member Neal 


Lorenzen was the trail boss and 7 


chairman for the event, and 
worked tirelessly to make sure 
the trail satisfied the masses. It 
did, and the club was blessed 


Honda Kawasaki 
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Honda dealer Gary Galleher, Lisa Babaian of CFF, and gra 
Lenny Collins with his new XR400. 
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SPORT 


17 WATER ST. ¢ WARREN, R.I. 02885 
401-245-4003 


with much better weather than 
they had last year, although it was 
a little hot. Both days featured 
over 100 miles of southern New 
Hampshire's best trail, and the 


3 clear weather presented the riders 


with great views from some of the 


к high spots, more than they 


ME received from last year's rainy 








' of the 


weekend. The high point once 
again was Neal's infamous power 
line section, with a hero's climb to 
the top and a look out worthy of 
the effort. 

A Saturday night banquet enter- 
tained a portion of the riders, and 
gave a formal setting for the pre- 
sentation of awards and a quick 
talk by Suzuki's Mark Hyde, who 
came to the event for the first 
time this year. Suzuki is a sponsor 
AMA National Dual 
Sport/Trail Ride series, which the 
New Hampshire Classic was a part 
of this year. Although it looks like 
a “Honda only” event, Mark 
“Possum” Hyde was made wel- 


10% NETRA DISCOUNT! 

THOR, MOOSE, XTREME, ANSWER, & MSR OFF ROAD GEAR 
BOOTS BY THOR, ALPINESTAR, & GAERNE 

LEATHERS BY TECHNIC, VANSON, HEIN GERICKE, & AGV 


YUASA BATTERIES ¢ NGK SPARK PLUGS 


BELL, LAZER, VECTOR, SHOEI, BIEFFE, & SIMPSON HELMETS 
WET SUITS AND DRY SUITS BY SLIPPERY WHEN WET 

MOTORSPORTS VIDEOS 

MAXIMA, BEL-RAY, & GOLDEN SPECTRO OILS & LUBES 


UFO 

Tubes 

Brakes 

Fork Seals 
Skid Plates 
Clutch Cables 


Twin Air filters 
Wheel Bearings 
Chain & Sprocket kit 


from $16.95 
from $7.95 
from $16.95 
from $9.95 
from $52.95 
from $11.95 
from $19.95 
from $6.00 
$99.95 


Pirelli 


Trelleborg 


IRC 


Bridgestone 


Dunlop 


Cheng Shin 
Metzeler 


Kenda 


FMF Pipe & Silencer 


from $55.95 
from $60.95 
from $53.95 
from $49.95 
from $53.95 
from $19.95 
from $56.95 
from $31.95 
from $209.95 


If you don’t see what you need, call! 


OPEN THURSDAY THRU MONDAY, 10 A.M. — 7 P.M. 
SUNDAY 12 NOON — 4 P.M. 








The Harvey family receive a check from Honda on 
behalf of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 


come by all. Plaques were donated to all 
the sponsors on hand Saturday night, and 
they were handed out by Madisson 
Harvey, CF poster child, who came along 
with her family to watch the event. 
Madisson’s family talked for a bit about 
how important the New Hampshire Classic 
is to CF sufferers everywhere, bringing 
home the reality of all the good work 
being done with all the funds generated. 
Speaking of Honda, Rupert Dance, a 
local area Honda dealer who helps orga- 
nize all the participating Honda dealers, 
presented Lisa Babaian of CFF with a 
check for $14,000, courtesy of the partic- 
ipating dealers and American Honda. 
Honda also donated a 1997 ХК400К to be 
raffled away among the pledge-gathering 
riders at the event, and Lenny Collins of 





"Trophy girl" Madisson Harvey helped present sup- 
porter plaques with Rupert Dance and Gary Galleher. 


Marlboro, Massachusetts, was the lucky 
winner to take it home in his truck. Other 
significant sponsors of the event include 
Spectro Oil, American Airlines, the New 
Hampshire International Speedway and 
Trail Rider magazine. 

By the end of the day Sunday, the MVTR 
had made sure everyone was satisfied. It's 
a great ride—a long ride!—and it's always 
for a great cause as well. Congratulations 
to everyone involved, and we all look for- 
ward to it next year. О 
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That means we're as old as dirt, 
and know a lot about it! 
Call us for all of your off-road needs 


Ask about our NETRA 
contingency program! 
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Conversion Kirs for XR200-600, DR 250-350, 
RMX 250, Kawasaki KLX 250 & 650, KDX 200, 
91-96 KTM LC4 & 92-96 Husky 4-Strokes. 
Kits include fully D.O.T. Legal lighting, wiring 

| harness, regulator/rectifier, switch assemblies, 
laser cut bracketry, Ni-Cad battery, electric 
horn, only 7.0 Ibs, detailed instuctions. $385-460, 
partial kits and custom configurations available. 


© Acerbis & OEM Plastic Fenders Ө Spare Tube 
Fenderbag €) Headlamps, From off-road only to DOT 
approved, incandescent to Dual Frame PIAA 200 watt race light- 
ing Ө Scott's Steering Stabilizers €) Electronic & mechanical 
Р ? Speedo/Odos/Computers Ө Renthal & Pro-taper handlebars @ Acerbis Rally 
Ji LANS Man Guards & Moose Handguards @ IMS & Acerbis Large Capacity Fuel Tanks, Custom Tank Graphics HicH-ÜurPUT 
mir ИШИҢ © Seat Covers & standard or tall foam Ф) Heavy Duty Rear Fender Bags & Saddlebags Ф Acerbis & OEM LIGHTING & 
HELD GLOBAL side panels & plastic Ф FMF Supertrapp & Yoshimura Exhuast Ф Thumper Exhuast Baffles (Hi flow/low noise) REWINDING FoR 
D Big Fin Cylinder Heads, Custom Porting, 3 angle valve jobs © Oversize Headers & Ceramic Header Coating ХЕ. RIM's, 
D Devol & Acerbis Frame Guards Ф) Heavy Duty Stainless Steel Spokes & Excel Rims ф) Fork/Disk Guards DR's. KLX's 
@® Moose Heavy Duty Skid Plates Є? Pirelli, Metzler & Dunlop DOT tires Є) Wide Footpegs €2 Heavy Duty ne CR's 


AND CLUTCHES Chain Guides Є Wide Range of Sprocket Sizes, Steel & Aluminum, RK & Regina Chain KX's & Ү75 





INFO & ORDER: (619) 792-0213 FOR ORDERS ONLY CALL: (800) 422-5292 Send $2 for Catalog to: 


Fax: (619) 792-5398 Baja Designs 

E-Mail: bajades@bajadesigns.com 11588 Sorento Valley Rd. 
Visit our catalog on the internet at: Suite 19 
http://www.bajadesigns.com San Diego, CA 92121 
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“97 КТМ 250 


(Continued from page 27) 


reed is price. While Aktive’s glass reeds are 
competitively priced with other aftermarket 
and OEM reed offerings (about $30 for 125s, 
$35 for 250 and larger applications), the 
Aktive MF Carbon reeds cost a sawbuck and a 
half more ($45-$50) depending on application. 
Al Carr further noted that Aktive sells a MF 
glass reed that we didn’t test, but essentially 
combines the thrifty material (and price) of the 
Vented Reed with the MF design, and probably 
provides performance somewhere between 
the two. 

As a final note, we've recently begun testing 
of a prototype Moto Tassinari V-Force Delta 
Intake Valve. This trick-looking unit sports a 
twelve—count ‘em—twelve petal carbon fiber 
reed design that that seems to boast, "let's 
rip!” Our prototype kit came with all the need- 
ed installation goodies, gaskets, etc., and bolts 
up perfectly, replacing the stock reed cage, 
without any required modifications. TR’s been 
working with Moto Tassinari head honcho 
Steve Tassinari, and technocrat/rider Shawn 
Mason. Look for a complete report next month 
or so. 

Odds and Ends 

The ‘97 KTM's rear brake works fine, but pad 
longevity continues to be a sore point and is 
now further complicated by the rotor shape. As 
always, we switched to EBC sintered metallic 
brake pads after wearing out the stockers. The 
sintered metal pad in the past has provided 
good feel and great longevity, at the expense 
of slightly accelerated rotor wear. However, we 
noticed on our "97 that the pads and rotor 
itself were wearing faster than usual and 
unevenly to boot, so we took a closer look. It 
turns out that the stock rotor has been 
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Watch out for the plastic rubbing on the aluminum 
radiator mounting tabs. This kind of scuffing can 
create weak spots where the aluminum can crack. 


changed and that the rotor bearing surface is 
now thinner than the pad bearing area. This 
causes the pad to extend into the rotor 
“spokes” and consequently causes increased 
wear in the smallish spoke areas. At the same 
time, pad wear in the area of the pad that 
spends more time in contact with the rotor is 
increased, resulting in uneven pad wear. 
Inspection of the rotor on a ‘95 model KTM 
finds that rotor with a wider contact area, 
which better matches the pad footprint, pre- 
venting this uneven wear condition. It’s likely 
that the ‘97 brake mismatch also contributes 
to accelerated pad wear of the stock pads. 
Once the rotor’s trashed on a ‘97 (way prema- 
turely, no doubt), we’d endorse its replace- 


Freedom Cycle * Freedom Cycle * Freedom Cycle 


ORDER 
NOW!!! 


The list has begun for ‘98 YZ’s and WR’s 


Get on it NOW! 


Save on in-stock YZ80’s, PW’s and RT’s 
CHEAP, CHEAP, CHEAP! 


ment with a older model OEM KTM or after- 
market solid rotor for improved rear pad 
longevity. 

As reported in our initial story, the ‘97 KTMs 
come with a new radiator design and associat- 
ed mounting hardware. On both ‘96 and ‘97 
models, we’ve noticed that the bolt and wash- 
er used on the lower radiator mounting point 
are small enough to be pulled through the 
mounting grommet during a crash. While this 
might sometimes prevent more serious radia- 
tor damage, it often goes unnoticed and could 
as a result, lead to collateral damage over the 
long term. One solution is to check the lower 
radiator mounting after rough get-offs to 
ensure that everything’s still in place. Another 
option, which we opted for, is to increase the 
size of the retaining washers used on the radi- 
ator mounting points. 

Finally, we had planned on providing some 
updated insight on the Marzocchi 50mm fork 
in this story, but unfortunately, there seems to 
be little consensus regarding its performance 
and potential improvements. Quite frankly, 
we've found the stock set up to be excellent 
over a wide range of terrain, certainly much 
improved over the ‘95 and ‘96 Zokes. Most 
changes made by racers we've spoken with are 
related to rebound damping (which also affects 
compression damping), even though, surpris- 
ingly, some riders are increasing rebound 
damping, while others are reducing. Either of 
these changes can be accomplished by fid- 
dling with the oil viscosity in the rebound leg, 
although some KTM tuners think that revalving 
is a better option. Go figure. One thing we can 
say for certain, is that the fork continues to 
pump up with air pressure as bad as any we 
can remember. Be sure to rotate the fork tube 
so that the bleeder screw is readily accessible 
to facilitate frequent bleeding of air-charged 
forks. O 
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otronger. Gleaner, Faster. 


Through many years of extensive testing 
and racing experience, Maxima has 
continually refined & improved SuperM 
2-cycle oil to make it the cleanest burning, 


best protecting oil on the market. 


SuperM's environmentally friendly formula 
reduces smoke and decreases the need for 


power valve maintenance. 


Special additives drastically increase 
anti/scuff, anti/wear characteristics while 
providing unsurpassed rust.& corrosion 


protection in all racing conditions. 


So, if you're looking for a 2-cycle oil that 
delivers superior power, protection and 


reliability, look no further than SuperM. 


The race proven 2-cycle oil... 


e CLEANER BURNING, REDUCED SMOKE 
e REDUCES CARBON BUILD-UP 

• EXCELLENT ENGINE PROTECTION 
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by Mark Uth 


Reed Retrofit 


he modern reed is an 


intake valve 

unsung hero, largely responsible for the 
enhanced two stroke engine performance 
currently enjoyed within the sport. Prior to 
the now widespread use of reed valves, two 
stroke induction was primarily handled by 
piston port designs, and, to a lesser extent, 


rotary valves. Piston port motors, you'll 
recall, were near impossible to jet accurate- 
ly, and almost always resulted in uneven 
performance across the engine’s RPM 
range. This was because the incoming 
charge was controlled solely by port geom- 
etry and piston position, essentially result- 
ing in a very narrow RPM range in which 
intake characteristics were optimized. 
Similarly, rotary induction motors are regu- 
lated by the rotary valve cutout size, shape 
and position (relative to crank angle), again 
a fixed parameter that narrows optimum 
intake performance. It seems somewhat 
nostalgic now, however, riders of piston 
port Hodakas, Pentons, Yamahas and the 
like frequently carried a fanny pack full of 
spare spark plugs to combat the impending 
(and repeated) onslaught of plug foulings so 
common to pre-reed valve engine design. 

Early generation reed valve intake systems 
were quite primitive as well, тапу of which 
used smallish reeds made from thin stain- 
less steel. Nonetheless, these motors ran 
better than their predecessors and paved 
the way for today's myriad of intake/reed 
valve designs. 

Before we launch into what sets different 
reeds and intake tricks apart, however, an 
aside on what's happening within an engine 
as it draws a lung full of go juice is in order. 


Trail Rider is the only magazine that cov- 


ers the ECEA and NETRA events every 
month. There's no motocross, just 


enduros and hare scrambles and all the 


trail riding you can stand. Trail Rider 
has bike tests, product evaluations, 
technical information and plenty of 


competition, and it's put together right here 


locally! 


. never miss an issue, and it's only $18 for home delivery for 
an entire year. Just fill out the order form and send it to 
us along with a check or money order and you'll be 


hooked up for the next 12 issues! 
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As a piston moves upward toward TDC, air 
is sucked through the air filter and carbu- 
retor. As the charge of air passes through 
the carburetor, it accelerates (due to the 
carb venturi effect) and picks up some fuel 
as a matter of course. Fuel is atomized and 
mixed in the process, and soon passes 
through the open reed valve into, surpris- 
ingly, the motor’s bottom end. On the 
other side of the piston, in the combustion 
chamber, the business end of the com- 
bustion transaction is 

happening as fuel 

burns and expands, 

exerting a downward - 

force on the piston to 
create the power 
stroke. Once the piston 
begins its downward 
journey, the bottom 
end begins to pressur- 
ize, causing two things 
to happen. First, the 
reed valve slams shut, 
temporarily closing off 


the intake track, pre- 
venting the  fuel.air 
charge from being 


pushed back out through the carburetor. 
This leaves only one path for the now com- 
pressed intake charge, and that's through 
the transfer ports and into the combustion 
chamber. When the piston bottoms out and 
reverses its stroke, again the bottom end 
reverts to a low pressure state, allowing the 
reed valve to open and begin the whole 
process once more. 

The surprising thing about this process is 
the speed at which it happens; and as a 
result, the demand put on these thin little 
slabs of composite glass/carbon plies and 
resin. At 60 RPM (if your engine could run 
this slow, which it can't), the whole two- 
stroke Otto cycle would occur once per sec- 
ond. Moving more toward reality, at a low 
idle speed of say, 600 RPM, your reed valve 
is opening and slamming shut ten times per 
second. Amazingly, at a common engine 
cruising speed of 6000 RPM, those little 
buggers are fluttering away, 100 times a 
second, while max over rev might be near 
twice that! No doubt a tall order. 

With all this open and shut cycling going 
on so quickly, it's easy to liken reed valve 
performance to a vibration. Readers who 

soaked up some rudimentary 





Name 





Trail Rider Subscription Coupon 
Yes! Send me a year's worth of Trail Rider! I’m enclosing $18 in 
U.S. funds, or more if | live out of the country! 


This is a new sub L1 


high school physics will recall that vibra- 
tions are measured by frequency, essential- 
ly cycles per unit time, e.g., cycles per sec- 
ond; and that every piece of matter has a 
^natural frequency" at which it's comfort- 
able vibrating at. Deviate the wrong side of 
the natural frequency and you've got 
destructive interference, which in extreme 
cases can literally cause an object to self- 
destruct (see: bridges, Tacoma Narrows). In 
reed design, matching this natural frequen- 

cy to intake track per- 
| formance inherent to a 
, given motor is a major 
factor in maximizing 
performance. Naturally, 





nearly every motor, 
even subsequent 
3 model years of the 
same power plant, 


exhibits subtle yet dif- 
ferent intake track 
design, necessitating 
y re-engineering of reed 
| performance to match. 
Beware any reed manu- 
facturer that sells the 
exact same reed valve 
(same part number) for many different 
bikes, as chances are that it was designed 
right for the first application, and is a com- 
promise for all others. 

All this discussion related to reed natural 
frequency and vibration is related to a large- 
ly unknown factor in reed performance. It 
turns out, the reed valve helps create puls- 
es or shock waves in the intake track, which 
like a two stroke exhaust system, can be 
optimized for desired engine performance. 
As the reeds slam shut onto the reed cage 
seat, the sudden back pressure buildup 
sends a shock wave up the intake, which 
upon its reflection aids intake performance 
during the next stroke. One of the easiest 
ways to change the characteristics of this 
generated wave is by changing the shape of 
the reed. 

Reed valve tip area directly correlates to 
wave strength, as reed designs with less tip 
areas produce sharper, stronger, shorter 
duration pulses, characteristic of a more 
abrupt power delivery, while reed designs 
with greater tip area, e.g., mono petal, dual 
stage or vented designs marketed by 
Boyesen, Aktive, et. al., produce a weaker, 
yet longer duration wave which correlates to 
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a smoother power delivery. 

Another factor in reed performance ties 
back into our physics lesson. Because each 
unique reed design (material and shape) 
has its own natural frequency, each works 
best at an RPM range or near this natural fre- 
quency—deviate too far from it and reed 
performance degrades sharply. Some man- 
ufacturers have addressed this problem by 
carefully designing their reed stops so that 
the reed petal comes in contact with the 
stop progressively. As the reed valve opens, 
the reed petal/reed stop contact area 
increases, changing the effective reed 
shape and subsequently the natural fre- 
quency.. 

Another approach, necessary because not 
all reed stops work in this manner, is the 
trick Multi-Frequency (MF) Reed patented by 
Aktive. The MF reed uses a thin stand-off 
(spacer) and damper that are sandwiched 
on top of the reed petals during assembly, 
to tune and progressively change the MF 
Reed’s natural frequency. Changes to spac- 
er thickness and damper shape allow this 
trick reed design to be tailored to each 
application. In both cases, the result is a 
reed with optimum performance over a 
much wider RPM range. What all this boils 
down to is that just as an aftermarket pipe 
can be used to tune engine power delivery 
characteristics, reed shape and design can 
similarly change a motors output character- 
istics as well. Admittedly, we were skeptical 
at first, although after considerable hands- 
on testing we’ve been convinced that differ- 
ent designs do in fact yield a tangible differ- 
ence in engine performance. 

In addition to performance considera- 
tions, reliability and longevity is an impor- 
tant factor in making a reed valve choice as 
well. Most reed valves are made from inex- 
pensive glass plies laid up in epoxy resin. 
While the epoxy used is no doubt of great 
importance, surprisingly, the control of the 
amount of resin used within the composite 
is a significant quality control parameter as 
well. Carelessness in these areas can lead 
to a reed petal that deviates from its 
designed rigidity, causing poor performance 
or even premature failures. More expensive 
carbon fibers are also used extensively in 
reed designs, preferred because of their 
lower weight (45% less) compared to simi- 
lar glass piles. This produces a reed petal 
that weighs less and subsequently develops 
less inertia when vibrating, which in turn 
places less stress on the reed petal for bet- 
ter longevity and provides crisper perfor- 
mance. Seat-of-the-pants translation is bet- 
ter throttle response and over-rev character- 
istics. 

Reed petal failures are usually tied to 
feathering or breakdown of the reed petal 
tips or the eventual curling of the petal 
material, both of which typically result in 
harder starting and poor low speed perfor- 
mance. Tip failures are especially likely in 
reeds that are die cut, which produces an 
edge that is rough and coarse from the glass 
fibers that have been torn away from the 
surrounding resin. This weakens the reed 
and causes the eventual delamination at 
the reed tip. Some manufactures, like 
Aktive, use material-friendly machine cut- 
ting processes to shape the reed, and then 
a second process to radius the edges. This 
reduces the risk of failures resulting from 
delaminations propagating from the reed 
edge. 

Naturally, when installing a new reed (or 


for that matter, when inspecting any reed 
valve) there should be absolutely no gap 
between the reed tip and the seat. 
Eventually, all reeds will begin to curl up, 
however, again Aktive has an inherent 
design trick to combat this phenomena as 
well. Aktive uses what they call an active 
matrix material (hence the name), which 
employs different specification glass and/or 
carbon plies on the top and bottom layers 
of their reeds. Top layers 
use plies with a bias 
toward greater compres- 
sion strength, while bot- 
tom plies are biased 
toward greater strength 
in tension. This actually 
results in a reed petal 
with a slight bow, which 
when bolted onto your 
reed cage ensures better 
sealing and resistance to 


curling. 
When installing new 
reeds, you'll note that 


most manufacturers use 
some sort of identifica- 
tion notch, which is 
intended to be oriented 
in the lower right hand 
corner (when the reed 
tips are facing upward). 
Following this industry 
convention is especially 
important when 
installing reeds designed 
from active matrix com- 
pounds. 

The final step of any 
reed retrofit project is 
addressing jetting. Not 
surprisingly, different 
reed designs demand 
different jetting changes, 
although it can be said 
that reeds that closely 
mirror the shape of the 
OEM reeds will pretty 
closely follow stock jet- 
ting specifications as 
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eversible Combination 

Ratchet Wrenches, sold 
individually or in a set of 8 for $125. 
Lifetime replacement warranty, 
chrome vanadium tool steel, nickel 
pewter finish and available in 10mm 
- 19mm, how could you resist? 












"The Best just got Better" 


MHR is conveniently located at 
30 Adams St., Manchester, CT 
Exit 62 off l-84 east or west. 
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Mon-Fri 9-7, Sat 9-4 
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M ade for those "on the 
1 trail" jet changes, this 
tool includes a #1 straight 
and a #2 phillips bit, a 6mm 
hex for main jets and storage 
for a few jets! An ideal fanny 
pack tool for riders who just 
can't figure outitheir jetting. 


These are just a few of the coolest Motion Pro Tools! When you buy them your friends will want to 
borrow them from YOU! Don't let them, make them buy their own! These and other tools now available 
at your Dealer, get them before your friends do! 

Send $5.00 and your return address for the new 1997 Motion Pro Products catalog to: 


Motion Pro, Inc. 119 Independence Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025 
TEL: 415.329.0427 FAX: 415.329.0856 EMAIL mpinfo@motionpro.com 


well. As always, jetting is a trial and error 
process that demands time and testing. 

On a closing note, don't forget that even 
the trickest performance parts and radical 
porting will not overcome the affects of bad 
setup (read: jetting) or worn-out parts. First 
(and last) step in any performance hop-up 
project should be to optimize setup first, 
before shelling out cash for additional trick 
aftermarket parts. О 


*Where Riding is a Way of Life" 


Manchester Honda Racing and KTM 
Sportmotorcycles USA. The Ultimate Combination. 
The Ultimate Weapon for Off-Road Competition 


Come see the 1997 1/2 
KTM 200EXC LE Jackpiner, 


and get a glimpse of what 
your 1998 125 or 200 will 
look like. New features 
include PDS suspension, 
hydraulic clutch, totally 
new chassis and engine, 


and much more. 
KTM. Innovation. Quality. 
What more can we say? 


For fast delivery of Honda or KTM 
parts, please call our CR/KTM Parts 
Express line at 1(860)348-0070 
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are Nylon lined, 
individually packed and 
marked and use precise 
O.E. dimensions. Custom 
lengths available. Here's 
some cool cables your 
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T'S A DIRTY JOB... 


iding dirt bikes isn't just our business—we do it for fun. But series. You know those riding fantasies that most of us have? 








when it comes to testing new bikes, evaluating the latest Tom’s fulfilled them. 
riding gear or analyzing trick aftermarket hardware, we get Feature Editor Karel Kramer hopped on his first bike in 1965, 
serious. We employ the expertise of hard-core testers like and he’s become our walking encyclopedia of technical knowl- 
eight-time National enduro champion Dick Burleson, off- edge about every machine produced since. 
road legend Larry Roeseler and world-ranked GP MXer Mike Test Editor Donn Maeda has thrown a leg over just about 
Healey. Add top guest instructors in all facets of dirt competition every type of off-road machine as well, from the latest MXers 
like Jeremy McGrath, Ty Davis, Guy Cooper, Malcolm Smith, to yesterday's three wheelers, and from slow-speed, balance- 
Steve Lamson, Randy Hawkins, Steve Hatch and Scott Summers, oriented trials bikes to 140-mph Harley flat trackers. If it's got 
and you've got an impressive panel of experts. a motor and knobby tires, chances are that 


Editor Ken Faught has been riding for over 15 Order Now Maeda’s tried it. 


years and has competed in more than 650 That's the serious part of Dirt Rider. It's 
motocross and off-road events. He's raced every- CALL TOLL FREE been that way since our first issue in 1982. 


thing from GNCCs in Florida, to arenacross in And we think that's pretty intense. 
Ohio and desert races in Nevada. Heck, he's 4 [| i Perhaps that's why Dirt Rider magazine 
even got ISDE experience, plus he's traveled the is the world's largest dirt bike publication. 


world over, covering events in Spain, France, 12 issues $1 1.97 Our readers know that for the straight 
Switzerland and the Czech Republic. scoop from the guys who really know, Dirt 
Editorial Director Tom Webb’s list of racing Rider delivers. 


credits includes multitime AA National enduro 141 [34 8134 Or perhaps it’s because when the workday 
rankings, ISDE experience and, most recently, is over, we're still just a bunch of guys who 
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a championship in the 1995 AMA GNCC 





like to go riding. 
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P.O. Box 265 - Palermo, CA 95968 


Southern Tier Enduro 
Tbe Bob Scott Memorial Enduro 


REY TUME : S-OO AM SEPTEMBER 28.1997 


ENTRY FEE : PRE-ENTRY 53000 DISTANCE : APPROXIMATELY 100 MILES. PLUS OR MINUS 
POST ENTRY $35.00 MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO : SOUTHERN TIER ENDURO RIDERS 


MAIL APPLICATIONS TO : GREGG CARRIGAN REGISTRATION : SATURDAY EVENING, 5:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
266 ROGERS ROAD SUNDA Y MORNING, 5:00 AM - UNTIL 
(NO PHONE ENTRIES) WELLSBURG, NEW YORK. 14894-9749 INFORMATION : ( 607 ) 962-2961 


STARTING POSITION : Determined by a random drawing om September 18, 1997. Numbers after the drawing will be 
derermmned by the date your applicanon is received. Riders who want to пае together, send in 
your applications together. C Riders will be drawn after the A & B Riders. Four ndets per minute. 

LOCATION /START : Webb Mills Volunteer Fire Deparment. Approximately 5 Miles South of Elmira. New York 
on Route 328. ( Take Route 14 South, ош of Elmira. to Route 328. Take Route 328 South, to 

Webb Mills. ( Follow fluorescent orange arrows from Route 17) 

REQUIREMENTS : For Tech Inspection. ail bikes must have a valid license plate, a securely mounted working 
headlight. tail light and an attached silencer/spark arrestor. A sound test will be administered to 
current AMA, ECEA and D-4 Reguíanons. Expect to sign a Liabiliry Waiver at Tech Inspection. 

LODGING : Holiday Inn. Downtown Elmira ( 607 ) 734-4211 / Coachman Motor Lodge, Southport ( 607 ) 733-5526 

Free overmighr camping ar the starr area. 
FOOD : Conrnentai Breakfast. Sunday Morning ar the Fire House. Also. a Chicken Barbecue at the Fire House Sunday 
Aftemoon. To reserve a Chicken Barbecue fill our the additional information listed beiow and mcfude your 
checi payable to : Southenur Tier Enduro Riders. Advance price may be mons at the door, 30 reserve now! 


IMPORTANT NOTES : Riders Meeting Sunday Morning @ 7:35 AM ( Dead Engine Start) No Refunds, No ATV's 





SANCTIONED 


Southern Tier Enduro Riders, Inc. Release & Liability Waiver 
I, The undersigned hereby agree, in entering this event, to forever release and discharge the following organizations conducting, or 
connected in tne promotion of this event; The Southem Tier Enduro Riders, Inc., The ECEA (East Coast Enduro Association) District 4 
The AMA (American Motorcycle Association) The Webb Mills Volunteer Fire Department; АШ officers, trustees, and members of the 
above mentioned organizations; All Property Owners, over whose property the event may pass, from any and ай (055, injury, expense, 
sdamage, death; cause of: action, ок any: claim. whatsoever. may. arise out of, or tre connections with the event, and. mip participations theretttug,. 


I Have Read This Release 
Name 
Address Phone ( ) Age D-4 # Expires 
City State Zip Make & Model of Bike CC's 
AMA # Expires ECEA # ECEA Team Class 
Name of Team 
Riders Class : | Check Опе | | | if Chicken Barbecue Seservations — x $ 5.00 per Dinner = 
| ] 0-125 A [ 10-1258 [ ] 0-200 C 
[ ] 126-200 A | ] 126-200 B [ ] 291-250 € Note : Any entry received without a Riders Class will be drawn 
| ] 201-250 A { ] 201-2508 [ 1 251-Open C with the C Class. A & В entries stapled to a C entry will 
[ | 251-OpnA  [ ]251-OpenB | | ] 4-StrokeC ride with the C Class. No Exceptions! 
1 | 4-Strokea 1 ] 4-Stroke B [ ] Veteran C 
[ | Veteran A [ | Veteran B [ | Masters Note : All participants under 18 years of age must have a Parent or 
[ | Senior A [ ] Senior В 1 ] Womens Guardians Notarized Consent affixed to the reverse side of 
[ ] Super Senior A | | Super Senior В | | Vintage this application. 
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YANKEE TRADER 


Yankee Trader ads are free to subscribers. All you 
have to do is write them down and mail them in 
to the address on page three of this book. We 
can't guarantee that they'll get in when you 
expect them to, but hey, the price is right, huh? 


1986 Honda XR600 Susp. set up by Scott's, 
Baja Designs street legal kit. Good cond., 
Mass. title and inspection, $1750. Call Tony at 
(508)665-8755. 

1994 KTM 440 Like new, new xtra fenders, 
seat cover, pipe. Was KTM demo bike, $2700 
obo. (215)723-7445. 

1989 Honda XR250R Good cond., well main- 
tained, $1150. (908)766-5624. 

1997 Kawasaki КХ250 w/title, $4100. 
(609)719-1448. 

1996 KTM 300 EXC Exc. cond., Tons of 
enduro extras, ridden by slow junior type guy. 
Asking $5500 Canadian dollars, that's about a 
case of beer and a deck of smokes for you 
Yankees! (519)925-5410, Toronto area. 

Scott Motorcycle Boots Med. shell, red/blue, 
new in orig. box. $150, (602)488-9055. 

1996 Husqvarna WXC610 Exc. cond., under 
100 hours, ridden very little. Kept inside, 
bought in March '97. (508)565-5259, Doug. 
1986 KTM 80 MX Very good cond., extremely 
well built little bike. Somewhat set up for trail 
riding (Acerbis Rally guards, fender pack, 
Answer silencer). $600, call Frank at (703)802- 
8988 days, (540)547-5517 nights. 

1997 Kawasaki KDX200 Completely set up 
for enduro competition by Cold Spring Racing. 
Mint cond., too many extras, inc. WER steering 
damper, Pacemaker. $5600 invested, sell for 
$4700. (518)665-6047, ask for Greg. 

1973 Penton 250 Hare Scrambler All origi- 
nal parts, new Ceriani gas shocks. Runs well, 
needs polishing. $1000 obo, (415)557-9040. 
1995 Gas Gas 125 Very trick and light—never 
get tired! Revalved Marzocchi and Ohlins, lots 
of spares, call for info. Best offer. 1993 RMX 
revalved susp., Pro Tapers, many extras, 
$2000. 1994 Honda TRX300 quad, hardly 
used, $2600. Call toll free, 1-888-LIV-2RID. 


PIPE REPAIR $35 


IF WE CAN'T FIX IT, WE EEN IT! 


GUARANTEED! 


ACCEPT NO IMITATIONS, WE ARE THE ORIGINAL AND BEST! 
"THE DUKE OF DENT" 


ONE рду, THE MOST EXPERIENCO REPAIRER OF DENTED А 
TURN MASHED PIPES А EXPANSION CHAMBERS ON EARTHI 
AROUND OUR ONLY SPECIALTY SINCE 1985 
OVER 15,00 REPAIRED! UPS DAILY 
NEW & USED PIPES ViSAM/C-COD 
BUY-SELL-TRADE 
“RESTRICTIONS APPLY 


FINISH LINE PRODUCTS CO, 
SERVING ALL 50 STATES & CANADA 
800-843-8745 петититт 


ЕМЕ, KTM, DYNOPORT 


PANY 


CALL FOR SERVICE & SHIPPING INFORMATION 


413 e 568 e 1638 
ITS WAR PAINT FOR YOUR SHID LID 
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New from CSR! 
Awesome Aluminum 
Flywheel Cover 


• for '92-'97 KDX200/220 • 
CNC machined from 6061-T6 aluminum. 
Exclusive design gives more room for fly- 
wheel weight without interfering with shift 
lever. $80 plus $3 shipping. 
(518)271-2500, ask for “CSR” 
Send check or money order to 
68 Cold Spring Road, Troy, NY 12180 





Hesvuwelo ht xim 
An A-LOOP/MOOSE Heavyweight Flywheel increases 


low end power delivery and maximizes traction. 
Used by pro riders worldwide. 


* Call now to receive an A-LOOP Offroad catalog. * 
A-LOOP Offroad The artists formerly called 


3911 Norwood Drive #G о ае Ч 5 
Littleton, CO 80125 1-303-791-0035 


CORPORATION U.S.A. 


Suspension, Motors, Accessories & More! 

€ EXTREMELY PERSONALIZED, BEST AVAILABLE WORK 

e NO ILLEGAL ALIENS ! JUST PRO CERTIFIED 
TECHNICIANS & EX FACTORY MECHANICS ON STAFF 

© SPECIALIZING IN NORTHEAST’S DEMANDING CONDITIONS 


East oF CAL! 
К.Ү.В. 
Showa 
Ohlins/W.P. 
Penske 
Marzocchi 


908» 928-7800 


CALL FOR FREE PRODUCT INFO & STICKER 
IMPORTING / EXPORTING / LOWEST PRICES 


3 ACRE FACILITY WITH NEWLY CONSTRUCTED WAREHOUSE 
1 MILE FROM SIX FLAGS GREAT ADVENTURE 














KTM • HUSABERG • ATK 
STOCK PARTS • MOTORCYCLES 
CUSTOMIZED SUSPENSION 


2350 Orangethorpe, Anaheim CA 92806 
(714)449-1271 FAX (714)449-1374 












CRE Conversion Kits for 1989-95 CR125/250/500 
Lighting Coil Ignition • ISDE Center stands 
150-300cc Big Bore Kits e New Paoli Forks! 


Composite E OF 
CRE} Protection | ^ NS 
IMPORTS, Packages ч 


(509)245-0972. fax (509)297-2605 
Sh Spectacle Dond Ter., E. Wareham, MA 02538 





Performance Suspension Work 


Best Prices on all Suzukis! 
‘97 RMX & DR Offroad Contingencies! 








Buzzards Bay Cyclesports 


3095 Cranberry Highway 
Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 o (508)295- 5392 








USED PARTS 


SAVE 50% AT 


DIRT CYCLES 
All Bikes 1977 or Newer 
Strictly Dirt Bikes 


YAM • KAW • SUZ • HON 
КТМ • HUS • MORE! 


(508)478-5700 • (508)478-5712 
FAST UPS SHIPPING EVERYWHERE 


RIDE Exceptional 
gear for evel 
kind of rider. 
SLEEP. Free 100 pag 
ГА: atal og. : 


















20 


2 
9. 





9:27 


503 


9, 


Jars 


TX 
e^ 






C ЕБС 
se $29 39.61 
re ANY ENDURO 530 40.0 4 
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NO RUST! 


JUST ONE 
TOOL 
NEEDED! 


EE Handguards now come with zinc-plated, rust- 
proof metric fasteners! Use just one wrench for all 
fasteners on the handguard! 


PRODUCT LINE CATALOGS AVAILABLE, CALL TODAY 
(517)393-2421 





E 

1 i! 
Н 1 
п Loc BOOK : 
и FN E МИ " 
п Form 1997 " 
1 

i Log Your Rides и 
" Save Your Trails H 
" Show Your Legislator H 
rh Save Your Memories " 
h Improve Maintenance Ч 
[Н Save Time & Money " 
h 1 


! Send $13.00 Plus $2.00 Shipping To: 
1 Н Bushmaster PO. Box 875. Otis ОКК, WA 99027 | 


SOLID FOAM. IRE INSERTS 


ate 
CHOICE OF TOP RACERS: KEYIN HINES, TOMMY NORTON, JEFF RUSSELL, SCOTT PLESSINGER, DAN 
RICHARDSON, JEFF FREDETTE, FRED HOESS, CHRIS SMITH, FREQ ANDREWS, DREW SMITH & YOU! 


FRONTS $99.95 30 NO MORE FLATS! 
|REARS $124.95 SIZES NO AIR NEEDED! | 
TECH PRODUCTS (201) 848-0668 — 











HALIA 
Products 


ISDE RIDER’S WRENCH 
Quality, American-made nickel-plated wrench weighs 
only 4 oz. and fits in all fanny packs. Comes in 3 popu- 
lar sizes to fit most ШС bikes—wheels and spark plug. 
Only $19.95 each. 


COMPLETE INVENTORY FOR KDX200! 
e ОЕМ Parts • Aftermarket Parts 
e Performance Parts • Complete Shop Services 
* Large Inventory of Used KDX200 Parts 


FREDETTE RACING PRODUCTS 


31745 Dixie Highway * Beecher, IL 60401 
708-946-0999 fax 708-946-3264 


GRIFFIN VEHICLE SERVICE 


АТК • KTM • HUSQVARNA e HUSABERG • ROTAX 
SALES * SERVICE * PARTS 
Parts & Accessories for All Brands of Dirt Bikes 
Full Machine Shop • Crankshaft Rebuilding • Suspension 


Services 
ORDERS 800-525-6771 
24 Hr. Parts Hotline: 609-726-1717 Fax: 609-726-1777 
SHIPPING UPS DAILY/ALSO C.0.D./ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 
P.0. BOX 337, CHATSWORTH NJ 08019 





1(714)528-6539 


Quick Bleeders 
for 45/50mm 
Marzocchi Forks 


e NO MACHINING REQUIRED e 
Simply remove stock bleeder screw and 
install Quick Bleeder. That's it! Once 
installed, simply press the stem and air is 
gone. $65 pair, plus $2 shipping. 
(518)271-2500, ask for “CSR” 
CSR * 68 Cold Spring Road 
Troy, NY 12180 


|FAIRWAY CYCLE 


Eae 


SUPPORT RIDERS 
JACK LAFFERTY JR., JACK LAFFERTY SR., 
RICHARD LAFFERTY, KEVIN BENNETT, 
AND CLIFF TENNEY 


For All Your Enduro and Cycle Needs, 
Plus Fast, Honest Service! 
AMA Discounts 
UPS Available 
625 NEW ROAD • SOMERS POINT NJ 08244 


` (609)927-2071 


*Experience the Legendary BAJA 

*See the sights on Honda XR's 

* Visit famous Mike's Sky Ranch 
Minimum age eighteen years old 


BAJA OFF ROAD ADVENTURES| 
FAX (714) 630-4474 





o 
Performance 


Сан For Саша 
903-934 Оэ; 70 


STS, 
зэ Bearings & Oil Seals 
Worldwide Bearings, Inc. 
Imported Directly from Mfg’s 
Call (800)575-3220 
(2 Fax (201)575-5969 
= E-Mail bearings@instantlink.com 





with 
PETE DENISON 


All about the latest 


UTER Bein 


A-Loop's New Pacemaker P3 is the best 
enduro timekeeping device ever made 
The wide display shows your odo, 
clock, and your seconds late or early. No 
need to scroll between screens, it's all there 
at a glance. 


The P3 has tons of new features 

The expanded memory holds over 
100 speed changes and 100 resets. The 
revised menus speed data entry and allow 
easy correction of program errors, and a 
remote thumbswitch is standard for easier 
race operation. The new Datalog saves your 
performance data for review after the race. 


Programming is no longer a chore 
Our infrared data link makes it easy to 
program the P3. You can download all race 
data from one P3 to another in seconds, 
right on the bike! And, using our optional 
Windows-based software, you can commu- 
nicate between your P3 and your home 
computer. You can even download race data 
from your club's Internet site, and transfer 
it directly to your P3! 
More than just an enduro instrument 
The new P3 has an accurate 
speedo/odo for dual sport riders, and new 
features make it perfect for Qualifiers and 
ISDE's. Enter the location and keytime for 
each check, and the P3 will count down the 
distance and time to the next checkpoint. If 
you're running late, you'll know instantly. 


For more information about the 
new Pacemaker P3, see your dealer 
or call A-Loop at 303-791-0035. 


A-Loop Offroad * 3911 Norwood #G 
Littleton, CO 80125 


Visit us at www.aloop.com 


September 1997 
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admit to being a charter member of the 

A.F. of H., the American Federation of 
Hacks; 1 have carried a Backyard 
Journeyman card for a long time. Matter of 
fact, I was into my third automobile before 
I found out you could buy spare parts in 
BOXES. I thought they only came from junk- 
yards, packed in thick black grunge that 
transferred itself to a solid black ring around 
whatever pocket you carried your cash in. 
As 1 remember, the odds on getting a radia- 
tor worse than the one you had were six to 
five, getting a generator with good brushes 
was a twenty to one shot and getting a trans- 
mission with good syncros AND reverse an 
impossibility. 

By the time I contracted motorcycle disease 
I KNEW that parts came in boxes, but I found 
that a good many of the things were in a state 
of limbo called Back Ordered at The Factory; 
which I think means they were planting the 
trees they'd use to make the boxes to ship 
them in. In the interest of maintaining mobil- 
ity, І have backyard-hacked some of the 
world's finest (they said) magneto systems 
into total-loss ignition bastardizations, pow- 
ered by used lantern batteries my railroad 
brakeman neighbor throws away. ! have run a 
Spanish bike with a German left fork leg, a 
Japanese right fork leg and a British wheel in 
the middle. This particular combination was 
magnetically attracted to wood and ran into 
trees with great regularity. 

The reason I’m telling you about my hack 
heritage is that Гуе met a fellow who has out- 
hacked me. This guy is such a hack he makes 
me feel like Gordon Jennings, who, as you 
know, uses only imported German air in 
Metzeler tires, curses in Japanese when he 
drops a circlip into a Mikuni carburetor, and 
has been known to hurl broken Ducati parts 
onto the roof of a five story building in a true 
Italian frenzy. 

Scot "Superhack" Steele came east from 
Petaluma, California, in a Chinook camper 
that had been declared unfit for human habi- 
tation in Tucson and had gotten worse since. 
Scot could not only easily break a crowbar in 
a sandbox, but also lose one of the pieces. 
He could cross-thread a brass fuel line fitting 
faster than a left handed orangutan, proceed 
to screw the thing tight with a 14 inch Stillson 
wrench, and THEN complain that the fitting 
got so hot it burned his finger! 

Watching him clean a float bowl would 
bring tears to your eyes. He made it look as 
difficult as overhauling a hot Baldwin locomo- 
tive parked at a twenty degree angle. 

Scot has brought new vitality and new imag- 
ination to the backyard hack movement. The 
rear axle of his KTM sports a lovely aluminum 
daisy with a dozen rounded, gently curved 
petals. 

Closer inspection reveals that he's lost an 
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axle spacer and filled the void with beer can 
pop-top tabs. The brake pedal appears to be 
a Gilbert Erector Set original. The KTM's orig- 
inal seat had been devoured by Brian Halton's 
cur after the beast developed a liking for 
Naugahyde when he ingested the seats from 
Mel Downs' sidecar. 

The sidecar seat must have been a real 
treat, because Mel belonged to every com- 
puter dating scam in California and has a dif- 
ferent female companion in the sidecar every 
weekend. 

The re-covered seat did not turn 
out as tight as intended and 
looks a lot like my fat Aunt 
Martha after she's been 
beached by a falling tide. 

Scot immediately recog- . 
nized me as a kindred spirit, 
and began parking next 
to my van at enduros. At 
the Dual State Enduro in 
Maryland, Scot drifted in 
at midnight and, thank- 
fully, scared off Tomlin's 
dog who had the lid to 
my cooler open and my 
linked sausage part way 
out. 

I got up at seven, wolfed 
down a bacon and egg sand- 
wich that some nice ladies 
were selling, threw another 
sausage to Tomlin's dog, and 
was as ready as | was ever 
going to be. I like to be ready 
for a Sunday enduro on 
Wednesday night. I never AM, but 
I'd still LIKE to be. 

I saw Scot grunt his bike onto a 
milk crate and start to pull his rear wheel. We 
had 45 minutes to key time and Га drawn 
number £57D late yesterday, so Scot would 
have something like two hours to get himself 
organized. 1 noticed he hadn't signed up yet 
since he didn't have two rear view mirrors, 
required by Maryland law and available at the 
sign-in table. 

“I’m practicing for a two-day Qualifier,” Scot 
explained, "I'm going to mount a new tire". 

Propped against his milk crate was a copy 
of Macho Dirt Scooter magazine, showing 
Mike Lafferty mounting a new tire while hold- 
ing his breath. 

What the pictures didn't show was dad 
Lafferty with a stopwatch in one hand and a 
seven foot bullwhip in the other, cracking the 
whip alongside Michael's left ear every fifteen 
seconds. 

“Best thing to do," I told him, “is to leave a 
new tire under a boiling hot shower for 45 
minutes before you mount it." 

^What's the next best thing?" 

"Shave a millimeter and a half off one rim 
edge." 













^What's the third best thing?" he asked. 

“Start the engine and deep throat the 
exhaust pipe," I told him. 

I booted up, drank a gallon and a half of 
water, made a final pit stop and left at 8:52. 
Scot didn't have the tire mounted yet for the 
very good reason that he didn't have the old 
one OFF yet. To his credit, he had only over- 
turned the whole works one time; when he 
gave the wheel a yank BEFORE he discon- 
nected the backing plate torque arm. I asked 
him to give Tomlin's dog two of my 

sausages at noon and to save me 
at least one of my cans of 

Schlitz for medicinal purpos- 
es. 
At the start line they 
dropped us, rear view mir- 
rors and all, into a neat lit- 
tle creek that bothered no 
one, except maybe the 
crayfish. A mile later 
and I still hadn't dried 
my rear brake enough 
to matter, and 1 fum- 
ble-footed my way into 
a small deep mud 
hole, full of a grey paste 
resembling concrete. I 
ran the next twelve miles 
with no rear brakes, which 
was stupid, and managed to 
get off three times on steep 
downhills. The first drop turned 
my cheap rear view mirrors into 
side view mirrors. The second fall 
turned one into an up view mirror 
and the other into a down view mir- 
ror. The third drop turned the mirrors 
into two small piles of glass slivers after 
I'd run into the top branches of a fallen tree, 
the softest thing I could find at the time. 

Over an hour late by now I wandered back 
to the start area, over the lovely Maryland 
countryside that is always a treat and a half, 
just beautiful. I stopped to buy a lemonade 
and poured the ice down the back of my jer- 
sey and when I got back Scot was STILL work- 
ing on that tire. The rim now appeared to 
have been chewed by wolves. For sure, that 
rim would never spin a tire unless Scot ran 
into a railroad ‘frog’ switch packing double 
with Roseann and running late. 

"Scot," I said, "you better forget about that 
TWO-DAY Qualifier." 

"Say what?" he asked, spraying sweat off 
his lips. 

“If I was you, Га start looking for а THREE- 
Day Qualifier!" 
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— Ed Hertfelder 


Ed Hertfelder is a teller of tales and writer of 
books, as well as author of the international- 
ly famous Duct Tapes stories. He can be 
reached at 111 North Summit Dr, RR5, Cabot 
AR 72023. 


800-253-7667 


э 
5 Toll-Free 24 Hours US & Canada 
Questions or International 413-442-6562 
24 Hour Fax Line 413-443-0966 


Business Hours: Mon-Tues 9:00am-9:00pm, 


der Warehouse Wed-Fri 9:00am-7:00pm, Sat 9:00am-5:00pm EST 


. . Box DB Pittsfield, МА. 01201 Ronnie's on-line! Our e-mail adress is: ronnies@crocker.com 
All majar credit cards and COD accepted 
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Control Cables 
Levers 
Seat Covers ra Handlebars 
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Side Panels 
Rear Fenders 


Air Filters Front Fenders 
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Rod Kits 


Pistons & Rings 






Sprockets Chain Guides 


Brake Rotors Clutch Parts Brake Pads Bearings & Seals 


We Discount Original Equipment Parts 





Call Toll-Free for Fast Price & Availability Information 


the exclusive home of fe 
x PERFORMANCE INNOVATIONS 


Due to the nature of our industry, prices & availability are subject to change without notice 


Cylinder Porting and full-service machine shop 





Inthe world of p 227 les, KTM has Шу! been 

recognized as the leader in technological innovation. For 98 KTM 

has again raised the Час The sophistication of design leading the way; 

PDS, or Progressive Damping System. Throughout the history of off-road 

motorcycles the innovations have been many and the evolution constant but there have 

only been a handful of suspension concepts that have completely changed the sport. PDS is 

just such a revelation. It is what all future suspension configurations will aspire to. And KTM 

has it today, exclusively. They engineered it, tested it and developed it into production. 
LZE Working directly with the suspension engineers at WP they developed the 98 

WP shock, the first Shock with a Brain’ and the heart of the PDS system. Essentially, the 

WP ‘Smart Shock’ is both speed and position sensitive, eliminating the need for complex 

linkage elaborately engineered to accomplish the same task. 


The WP shock dual-piston and proprietary needle valve design produces | 
a completely progressive rising rate with virtually limitless adjustability. | 
It also features external adjustment for compression, and 
rebound damping, rendering - re-valving: of suspension obsolete. 
The KTM ‘98 2-Stroke line has been developed specifically 
around PDS from the chassis up. The advantages of a linkless 
system are dramatic — theres strength in simplicity. One of 
the most important benefits is rigidity, reducing flex and 
increasing torsional resistance. The shock has been 
re-located to accommodate a larger air box, (rather than Ё 0 
the other way around) producing a direct air intake 
tract into the carburetor and an overall simmer >. 
profile. Now thats using your shock: 


Z7] 


KTM Sportmotorcycle USA, Inc. (East) 1906 Broadway, Lorain, OH 44052 
(West) 930 Fesler St., El Cajon, CA 92020 For your nearest KTM Retailer 
call: (216) 246-6301 or visit our web site: KTMUSA.com 
In Canada call: 1.888.4.KTMCAN /m 72725) 





